EGL 215: American Literature in Historical Context
The Nineteenth Century

Ethics Segments
1. Three Day Workshop with Ronald A. Bosco, Distinguished Professor of English and American Literature and Distinguished Service Professor at the University at Albany, State University of New York. Professor Bosco is currently General Editor of The Collected Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson published by Harvard University Press and President of the Association for Documentary Editing. Professor Bosco is one of the country’s leading experts on the works of Ralph Waldo Emerson and on American Puritan homiletics and poetics. 
2. Three Essays throughout the term that focus on some aspect of ethics and 19th century American literature

3. Purchased LIFE WITH PRINCIPLE: THOREAU'S VOICE IN OUR TIME, which students viewed and discussed in class prior to turning in their second essay on “Ethics and Transcendentalism.”
Video Features:
· THOREAU'S CONCORD/WALDEN POND is an historical documentary, organized into six thematic sections. It offers historical background for each section and provides a visual introduction to the author's home town.
· PROFILES IN CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE examines how Maathai in Kenya, Makiguchi in Japan and Mandela in South Africa have used this philosophy and practice to confront injustice.
· WORLD LEADERS demonstrates the impact of Thoreau's ideas on Tolstoy, Gandhi, King, Mandela, and Ikeda.
· THE BOAT MEN, BILL AND BEN is an animated short which encompasses six thematic vignettes, one around each of the six sections. They combine to make a surprising story as a center for conversation, dealing with two markedly different lifestyles. 
