January 4, 2007

Hi, Anastasia!

Here is basically what I did to incorporate ethics into the course:
 

1. Debates:  we had several debates, two of which you witnessed, on sport issues with ethical implications.  The topics were: the use of performance enhancing drugs, the use of native American names and mascots by sport teams,  salary compensation for professional athletes. 
 

The response of students to all four debates was very positive, and each generated a good deal of discussion.
 

2. Readings:  I assigned a half dozen articles over the course of the term dealing with the ethics of different aspects of amateur and professional sport.  Again, the response was generally quite positive.  Most of these articles enabled a good discussion of the issues.  If you need the exact references I can provide them when I return to campus (and my class files) in late March. 
 

3. Discussion: as the above suggests, the class had a number of discussions relating to different ethical aspects of sports participation, and the role of coaches and parents.
 

I'd like to thank you and Bob for my grant and most importantly for getting me to think more deeply about these issues.  I think all of what I added to my course this term has become a permanent part of the course.  Its also gotten me thinking about other ethical issues, especially relating to field research, which no doubt will creep into some of my other courses.  I also appreciated your coming to two of my classes and your participation.  Thanks! 
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