Review of Ethics Across the Curriculum Content in CHM-231
Summary
Overall, the ethics content added to the CHM-231 curriculum did not meet expectations.  I had originally hoped to devote a 5-10 minute segment every week and a couple of special topic lectures at the end of the course.  Only two ethics related segments were presented, both involving people taking credit for contributions of others.  In retrospect, not enough specific planning was done beforehand, and not enough time was available during the term to properly incorporate lessons.  The lunch discussions during the term were helpful and I look forward to applying some of what I learned there in CHM-232.  

Plans for CHM-232
In a lot of ways, the curriculum of CHM-232 (which is a continuation of CHM-231) provides several opportunities for ethics discussions.  The following curriculum items will provide a natural lead in for the related ethics topics:  

1. The discovery of the structure of benzene (not giving credit to others)

2. The invention of sulfa drugs (testing of new drugs on uninformed subjects)

3. Acylation of penicillin (patents, restricting use of lifesaving drugs)

4. Steroids (use of performance enhancing drugs)

Presentation
As a result of the luncheon discussions and my observing an ethics presentation in Statistics, I have changed my plans for how to introduce ethics topics.  Rather than lecturing on the “right thing to do”, I will provide justification for different viewpoints and challenge students to do the same.  Patents provide a good example.  Even though patents will sometimes prevent the widespread use of life-saving medicines, without an enforceable patent system, many of these life-saving drugs would never have been invented.  

I have also focused my thinking in the past on examples of poor behavior, but I would like to find a case of sacrifice and selfless behavior also.  Recently, a well-known organic chemist (my former advisor) discovered a new and efficient synthesis of the only drug known to work against bird flu and chose not to patent it so that it would be available for anyone to use.  This may fit in well with a general discussion on patents and organic chemistry.  

I welcome additional suggestions, both regarding examples and methods to introduce the subjects.  
