Purpose and value in professional presentations




Warning: bad presentations can Kill!
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Moral: Presentations of any sort should be carefully planned and practiced to
Inform, interest, and maybe entertain.
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Warning: bad presentations can Kill
your career!
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Moral: Presentations of any sort should be carefully planned and practiced to
iInform, interest, and maybe entertain.
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\%\% Jokes can help an ailing
© &k \_presentation in several ways:
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1. Break the ice.

2. Explain a concepit.

3. Make a specific point.
4. Divert attention.

5. Waste time.
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Jokes should be kept in context:

Right: “This illustration shows that large, simple drawings can make a point
more clear.”

TODAY I LEARNED TO
AVOID THE WORDS
“STALK” AND “AAAGH"
IN MY POWERPOINT
PRESENTATIONS.

~

IT USES GPS NAVI-
GATION TO STALK ITS
OUNER AND DEMAND
THAT HE REST HIS

FEET.

I FINISHED THE PROTO-
TYPE FOR THE WIRELESS
HASSOCK-BUDDY.
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Wrong: “l just remembered a good joke! ........... Ha, ha, wasn’t that funny?”

* The point may be a bad one, but at least it is clear



Complex jokes should be avoided

Complex jokes take considerable time to tell, or to explain if the audience
doesn’t get it. This takes time away from the rest of the presentation.
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GRANTED, IT TELLS
THE WORLD I
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On the other hand, a presentation that is not worth doing at all is probably not
worth doing well. Again, note the value of large, simple illustrations.



