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If you have already done a database search (or are looking at the references in a 
elow. 

But... 

If you're trying to put together a list of articles on your research topic, start with a database

F

bibliography) and now want to get your hands on a specific article, see the notes b

 
search. 

If you're trying to figure out which databases to search, start with Research by Subject or 

If you're trying to find out which journals the Library has and where in the building they are 

Decoding a Citation to a Journal Article 

Searching the Proquest Direct database for articles on genetically modified food produces 

talk to a Reference librarian. 

located, start with How to Find a Journal in the Library. 

a long results list including the reference at Item 70 below: 

 

Note the absence of the full text icon  means it is not available from ProQuest. (Although 

 

 

it could be available from some other electronic resource). 

http://www.union.edu/Library/how/how.htm
http://www.union.edu/Library/how/how.htm
http://www.union.edu/Library/about/databases.htm
http://www.union.edu/Library/how/find_journals.htm


The components of the citation for Item 70 are: 
Article Title: Bt corn has a higher lignin content than non-BT corn 
Author's Name: Deepak Saxena 
Journal Title: American Journal of Botany 
Place of Publication: Columbus 
Publication Date for This Issue: September 2001 
Volume and Issue Numbers: Volume 88, Issue No. 9 
Starting Page of Article: 1704 

You may also have come across the same reference in the bibliography of an article you 
have already located. 

 

Library Periodical Subscriptions: 
Whether you learned of this article via a database search or by checking the references at 
the end of another article, the next step is to search  Find Journal Titles to determine 
whether the Library subscribes to the journal entitled American Journal of Botany.  

Title Search: 

 

Electronic Access to Journals: 
Some of the journals the Library subscribes to in print format are also available 

Note the 
error in the 
paging. 

http://fe5uk3rb3z.search.serialssolutions.com/


electronically. The Find Journal Titles link will display all formats.   Includes years of 
coverage, with hyperlinks either to the individual title or to the specified database. 

 

Schaffer Library has a print subscription to American Journal of Botany that goes back to 
1925 (v.12) and continues through the present.  The journal is also available from 
numerous online sources including JSTOR from v.1, 1914 to the present.  

Holdings Information in a Database 
Some databases, EBSCOhost, FirstSearch, provide journal holdings information, telling 
the searcher whether the Library subscribes to a journal found in a search. Some databases 
allow the searcher to limit the search to just those journals that a library has. 

 

Most of these databases also provide links to full text resources as well, which allows the 
searcher to retrieve the article itself from an external database or a publisher's website. 



 

Another Trouble Spot: Articles in Books 
Chapters of books and articles collected together and published as books are another 
common source of confusion because of the way some databases list them. 

 

In this example from MLA, Robin Sylvan is the author of an article entitled "Rap Music, Hip-
Hop Culture, and 'The Future Religion of the World'." The source of this article is a book 
edited by Mazur and McCarthy entitled God in Details: American Religion in Popular Culture. 
When you search the catalog for this book (or make an Interlibrary loan request), use the 
book's editor as author or the title God in Details. 

Article Title:  Rap Music, Hip-Hop Culture, and ‘The Future Religion of the World’ 
Author’s Name: Robin Sylvan 
Book Title: God in Details: American Religion in Popular Culture 
Book Editor: Eric Michael Mazur; Kate McCarthy 
Publisher: Routledge 
Year: 2001 

 

 


