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“I thoroughly enjoy listening to lectures
especially those of historical importance.
As I plan my week I look forward to my
UCALL classes the most. Thank you Union
College for providing such enlightening
opportunities for continued learning.”
– Pete Lewis
“This was my first experience with UCALL
and I enjoyed it very much.”
– Jean Acker
“Not only are the presenters full of
information, but the audience members
contribute so many interesting
facts/comments because of their vast
and diversified experiences.”
– Anonymous
“Interesting information with no exams!
Five-week format allows deep
dive into subjects.”
– Diane Barney
“We have enjoyed UCALL for many years.
We always find the courses interesting and
we learn many new things as well as being
intellectually stimulated. We like that it
‘keeps us in the loop’ by letting us know
what events are happening at Union
College that we can attend.”
– Dick & Lois Mendelson
“The music class was just lovely. Hearing
young musicians perform was a treat and
the lecturer was excellent.”
– Eleanor Aronstein

Our UCALL mission is to provide
opportunities for intellectual development,
cultural stimulation and social interaction
for adults through courses, excursions
and special events.

Tuesdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Food for Thought: Historical People, Places and Things

         will begin the series with                           
Greg will take us on a journey, relating how a war between Sweden and Germany led to a
fashion statement that resulted in the founding of Albany. Plus, he will discuss the competition between England and France for continental dominance as well as a visit with the
pathfinders who led the first settlers into the far American West. Dr.            , MD,
JD will next present                              explaining how they
changed our understanding of Alexander’s times.         will discuss the history of the
US Postal Service from its beginning up to the present time.           will present
                 using materials from a book he authored of the same title.
          , Education and Programs Manager for the Schenectady County Historical
Society, will present                   .
                            

Beyond Computers 101: Security, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence and
Big Data

             of ComputeRx will open the series with a focus on       
         , including external vulnerabilities and common practices that leave us
vulnerable. Fake pop-ups, scamware, ransomware and strategies to combat will be
discussed.            of GE Global Research will discuss              
                                     . Artificial intelligence
allows governments and business to provide more personalized products and services.
However, the flip side is that increasingly sophisticated tools are available to influence our
choices and priorities. Union College Computer Science Professors            and
       will discuss                                .
Groundbreaking technological advances ranging from gene sequencing to self-driving cars
have quickly outpaced thoughtful discussions about their ethical, social and cultural
consequences. In many cases, innovation carries unintended costs and consequences. Will
robots someday replace us?        and his colleague Union Professor     
    will introduce                 They will present the technological and
historical origins of artificial intelligence and robots as well as a glimpse of what the near
future of robotics will look like. Fortunately, they will also give brief tips about what to do in
the unlikely event of a "robot uprising.” Dr.            , of Nokia Bell Labs, will
present  
                               . The next industrial
revolution will be driven by the digitization of all physical systems, allowing an unprecedented degree of automation and productivity. This talk will describe the dramatic evolution in
networking and communications that are underway to make this “automation of everything
era” possible.
          
                

Wednesdays, October 3, 17, 24, 31, November 7
Crime, Chaos and Calculation: The Elections of 2018

Union College Professor       returns to discuss President Donald Trump’s impact
on American political institutions and practices, and the politics of the 2018 mid-term
elections. How is Trump reshaping American politics – and, are Democrats capable of
responding to his initiatives? A follow-up sixth UCALL session a week after the elections
will be considered.
                          

Wednesdays, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Opera: Love, Hate – Destruction!

          , Union College Professor Emeritus, returns to present how love and hate,
side-by-side, make for great operatic stories. They contribute to the destruction of many
characters. In Charles Gounod’s           , hatred between the Capulets and

Montagues ends with the death of Romeo and his Juliette. None of the beautiful melodies and
arias expressing their love can save them from their premature death. Verdi’s     
         is even darker. It takes place in 14th century Genoa with the conflict between the
Guelphs and Ghibellines as a backdrop. Simon can’t have his Maria and perishes but at least
their daughter gets her man. Jacques Offenbach loved Greek mythology. In his      
     , Helene was married to Menelaus but eloped to Troy with handsome Paris. He shows
the resulting conflict between Troy and Greece, a cold war gone red hot. Who could make fun of
such a serious situation? Well, Offenbach can.             was not only a famous
French actress but is also the protagonist of Francesco Cilea’s eponymous opera. She gets
poisoned by a bouquet of flowers sent to her by a hating rival for the love of the tenor. Dimitri
Shostakovich’s second opera                    is based on a 19th
century novella of unsatisfied marriage with illicit love and ultimate betrayal. It is one of the most
fateful operas ever written. Not only does the lead Katerina Ismailowa lose her life,
Shostakovich himself was in danger of losing his own due to Stalin’s aversion to this opera.
Such is the power of love and hate.
                             

Thursday, October 4, Wednesday, October 10 &
Thursdays, October 18, 25, November 1
Science: Past, Present and Future

The first hour of our first session, Union College Professor Emeritus        will relate,
based on his years of study,                      . The second hour,
           will speak about meteorites and show specimens from her extensive collection. In the second session, Professor          of the Department of Molecular Biology and
Genetics at Cornell, will discuss his lab’s efforts in studying how DNA mismatch repair reduces
the rate of mutations and how his work in the model system, baker’s yeast, can be used to
understand human disease. For the third session, Dr.          of the NYS Museum; State
Paleontologist, Curator of Invertebrate Paleontology, will tell us the story of the Earth’s oldest
trees and show some of their fossils found at Gilboa, New York. In the fourth session, Union
College Professor Emeritus       will present his answer, based on his book                                      - to the long-standing
scientific puzzle, how did life on Earth get started? In our final session, Professor Shaw will
discuss the subject of his latest book,                              
           . He will deal with how we humans may avoid the harmful effects of our
continuous addition of carbon to the atmosphere and manage our transition from heavy reliance
on fossil fuels to sustainable energy sources, without seriously disrupting the economy and our
comfortable way of life.
                              


Thursdays, October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1

Shakespeare - Understanding His Stagecraft Through His Language

            , retired director of the Schenectady County Community College’s Performing Arts-Drama Program, will lead us in a five-week seminar to deepen our understanding and
knowledge of the Bard’s work. Perhaps you revere Shakespeare more than you enjoy him.
This course aims to redress that imbalance. We shall spend time getting to know a range of
Shakespeare's plays in detail:                                  ,
and         . This knowledge will be supplemented with information about their historical
background, their theatrical history, the context in which they were performed and the various
ways in which the audience interacted with the performers. Sandy will guide us through an
understanding of the early modern English theatre explosion, verse and the tragic play, prose,
music and the comic play, history and fiction and staging innovations. Audience participation is
heavily encouraged, though not required. Due to the interactive quality of this format, there will
be a limit of 40 participants. Free online play texts as well as readily available library texts will
be used.
            
                                  
- Class location to be determined and will be announced in your registration packet. -

Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning
Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning (UCALL) is a
membership-based program for adults who enjoy learning. Our
courses cover a wide range of topics and are presented by
UCALL members, Union College professors or other qualified
speakers. UCALL courses are non-credit and require no exams
or pre-requisites. Classes are held for five 2-hour weekly
sessions in the fall and spring on the Union College campus.
Parking is available at College Park Hall, located on lower Nott
Street. Bus service is available to shuttle participants from the
College Park Hall parking lot to class locations. Persons with
special needs or requests, please contact Valerie D’Amario at
388-6072.
Established in 1988 on the historic Union College campus,
UCALL serves the adult community of the Capital District. Now
over 500 members strong, UCALL continues the Union College
tradition of academic excellence.
Benefits of membership include: participation in UCALL
courses, special events and excursions; UCALL Newsletter
subscription; borrowing privileges at the Schaffer Library;
tuition waiver to audit one undergraduate course (based on
availability) and information about Union College events.

FRIENDS OF UCALL
Friends of UCALL is a tax-deductible, voluntary, annual
contribution fund. Its purpose is to support our mission
and provide a financial backup for contingencies that may
arise in our regular operations.
Thanks to all who voluntarily contribute to the Friends of
UCALL Fund we can ensure that existing and future
members will enjoy quality educational programs for years
to come.
The UCALL Steering Committee acknowledges all
participants in Friends of UCALL in the 2017/2018
academic year, as shown below. If you have contributed
since this listing went to press, you will be on subsequent
updated lists.

DONATION CATEGORIES ARE: Lifelong Learner: $500 or more | Academician: $300-$499 | Scholar: $100-$299 | Donor: $10-$99
Based on annual cumulative giving
LIFELONG LEARNER
Michael Bishop & Pauline Holmes
James & Lucy Comly*
David & Donna Dardaris*
ACADEMICIAN
William & Faye Bailey*
Bert Crosby
Glenn Breuer & Gail Flanery*
Bob & Terry Briggs
Debra & Charles McCambridge
SCHOLAR
Anonymous
Anonymous
Stephen & Judith Ainlay
Richard Alben*
Barbara Andrus
Richard & Mariko Baertsch*
Charles & Linda Becker
John & Barbara Beverley*
Dick & Marlene Breault
Tim & Patty Burch
James & Judith Burns*
Mary Cahill
Robert & Catherine Coan
Arlene Comstock

Richard & Diana Crookes*
Marilyn Cummings
John Curley*
Thomas & Linnea D’Andrea
Charles Del Signore & Mary Ivey
Linda Doyle
Fred & Robin Eddy
Larry & Ellen Eisenberg
Raymond George*
Gail Girvin
Dorothy Gray*
John E. Hargraves
Tom & Mary Anne Herrmann*
Robert & Susan Leach*
Fern Lee
Marvin & Company, P.C. (In
Memory of Manny Aven)
Gini McDermott*
Cara Molyneaux
Kristina Philip
Steve & Marsha Ras
Florence Reed
Beryl R. Rockwell*
T. Gregory & Barbara Sauer
John & Anna Saville
Charlie & Suzy Scott
Boris & Harriet Severenko*

James & Edee Silva*
Austin & Marti Spang*
Bruce & Jane Tatge*
Jack & JoBerta Underwood
Nancy L. Walden*
Anne Yunick
Linda Zenner
DONOR
Anonymous
Anonymous
Betty Barlyn
Joan Bick
Ellen B. Blake
Carolyn K. Callner
M.L. Carroll
Robert Coppola
Sylvia Cosgrove
Rose DiCerbo
Betty Dougherty
Rich & Nancy Erdoes
Phyllis Gerhard
Bob & Donna Grossman
Christine Grysavage
Gerry & Bea Hahn*
Peggy King
Isabel Krempa

Janet M. Kristel
Anne Kulak
Margaret Levine
Karen B. Levy
Thomas and Ann Locke
Katherine Lowe*
Vilhelm & Christina Lund*
Mary Alice Lynch
Dick & Lois Mendelson*
Clara Montero
Mardy Moore*
Jenny C. Overeynder
Don & Gail Puckette
Frank Ralbovsky
Gail Rheingold
Bern & Elaine Rotman
Lynn & Linda Seal
Bill & Rochelle Shapiro
Glen & Nancy Slack*
Henrietta Slosek*
Frank B. Strauss, DMD
John Sullivan
Alice Buff Tepper
Janet Vinyard
Carol Warasta
Karen J. Watkins
John & Faith Weldon

Diane Whitburn
Harry & Sandra Willis
Sylvia Winer
Dick & Ann Wyles
Dr. Jane Zacek

*Affiliated with a matching
gift company.

UCALL Membership Registration Form - Fall 2018
Mail completed form and all payments to:
UCALL, Union College, 807 Union Street, Schenectady, NY 12308
Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________City____________________State_______Zip________________
Phone _________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________
Are you an Alumnus/Alumna of Union College? Yes
Graduation year______________________________________
Are you a new or returning member? New
Returning
Year Joined _______________
If you are a new member, how did you learn about UCALL? __________________________________________________
FEES: Annual membership fee (September – August) is $75.00 per person. Tuition is $30.00 per course. If you pay for two
courses, you may enroll in additional courses without an extra tuition fee, provided there is space.

Please make your check payable to UCALL.

COURSE SELECTION: In the spaces provided, indicate the name of the course(s) for which you would like to register in
order of preference. Classes are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Some classes fill quickly, so we urge you to
register early.

Please return your registration form no later than September 5, 2018. You will receive a confirmation of
your registration/course enrollment within two weeks before the start of classes.

Individual Member Name __________________________

Member Spouse Name _____________________________

First Course ________________________$30_______
Second Course______________________$30_______
Extra Course _______________________ NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Annual Membership Fee
$75__________

First Course ________________________$30_______
Second Course______________________$30_______
Extra Course _______________________ NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Extra Course________________________NO CHARGE
Annual Membership Fee
$75__________

Subtotal Individual Member $ _______________________

Subtotal Individual Member $ ________________________

Grand Total $ _________________________

Friends of UCALL

If you would like to make a tax-deductible contribution to Friends of UCALL, please send your donation in a separate
check.
Please indicate how you would like your name(s) to appear on our donor listing __________________________________
Amount of donation $_________
Yes, I am affiliated with a matching gift company. Direct your match to the Trustees of Union College.
Name of company __________________________________________________________________________________
(If eligible for GE Foundation Matching Gift, please call: 1-800-305-0669)
Office Use:
UCALL Check #______________Amount $ _______________ Date Received _______________ Confirmation Mailed_______________
FOU Check # _______________Amount $________________

UNION COLLEGE ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING
2018/2019 Committees
Steering Committee
Bob Briggs
Jim Burns
Valerie D’Amario, Director
Linda Doyle
Howie Eskin
Gail Flanery, Chair
Mary Ivey
Peggy King
Paul O’Brien
Toby Sabian
Greg Sauer
Bill Shapiro, Vice-Chair
Strom Thacker, Academic
Vice-President
Harry Willis
Emeritus: Jim Comly

Curriculum Committee
Phil Adams
Betty C. Barlyn
Phyllis Budka
Jim Burns, Chair
Jim Comly
Valerie D’Amario
Linda Doyle
Howie Eskin
Don Gavin
Joan Ham
Mary Ivey
Peggy King
Paul O’Brien
Jenny Overeynder
Toby Sabian
Bob Saltzman
Connie Young
Karen Watkins

Special Events Committee
Phil Adams, Chair
Bernice Allison
Betty C. Barlyn
Phyllis Budka
Jim Comly
Margaret Connoly
Linda Doyle
Phil Falconer
Gail Flanery
Susan Leach
Bruce McGregor
Geri Mulligan, Co-Chair
Jenny Overeynder
Barbara Pantalone
Gene Rowland
Bob Saltzman

Look for UCALL
Special Events
& Excursions to be
announced in upcoming
newsletters!

UCALL
Union College
807 Union Street
Schenectady, NY 12308
Phone: (518) 388-6072
Website: www.union.edu/UCALL
Email: ucall@union.edu
Staff
Valerie D’Amario, Director
Office Hours
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (and by appointment)

           
            

