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1949 

 

Harry Joseph Clinton, Schenectady, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Laurance Frederic Schaffer ’24, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Earl Owen Shreve, Washington, D.C. – Doctor of Laws, May 1949 

 

Arthur Stanley Wardle, Hudson, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Walter Guest Kellogg ’99, Ogdensburg, NY – Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Aida De Acosta Breckinridge, New York, NY – Doctor of Humane 

Letters, May 1949 

  

James Phinney Baxter III, Williamstown, MA – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Paul Ramsey Hawley, Chicago, IL – Doctor of Science, May 1949 

 

Shortridge Hardesty, New York, NY – Doctor of Engineering, 

Commencement 

 

Carl Burton Jansen, Pittsburgh, PA – Doctor of Engineering, 

Commencement 

 

Charles Phelps Taft, Cinncinnati, OH – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

1950 

 

Henry T. Moore, Saratoga Springs, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

David John Beaver, St. Louis, MO – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Jacob Julius Beaver, Larchmont, NY – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Joseph Lewis Donhauser, Albany, NY – Doctor of Science, May 1950 

 

George Packer Berry, Boston, MA – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Francis Frederic Schwentker, Baltimore, MD – Doctor of Science, 

May 1950 
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Erville Byron Maynard, Albany, NY – Doctor of Divinity, 

Commencement 

 

1951 

 

Livingston Waddell Houston, Troy, NY – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Roy Edwin Argersinger, Waban, MA – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Lawrence Grant White, New York, NY – Doctor of Fine Arts, May 

1951 

 

Duncan William Fraser, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1951 

 

Daniel Ferguson Imrie, Glens Falls, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1951 

 

Grayson Louis Kirk, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1951  

 

Francis Bowden Stevens, Washington – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Dexter Perkins, Rochester, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Robert Houghwout Jackson, Washington – Doctor of Laws, Doctor of 

Laws, May 1951 

 

Estes Kefauver, Washington, DC – Doctor of Civil Law, May 1951 

 

Philip C. Jessup, Washington - Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1952 

 

Charles Roy Waters, Buffalo, NY – Doctor of Engineering, 

Commencement 

 

Morris Mandel Cohn ’21, Schenectady, NY – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Myron Edward Krueger, Berkeley, CA – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Agnes Elizabeth Meyer, Washington, DC – Doctor of Letters, 

May 1952 

 

Benjamin Fine, New York, NY – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Ralph Jarron Cordiner, New York, NY - Doctor of Laws, May 1952 
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John Allen Krout, New York, NY Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Walter Edison Kruesi, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1952 

 

LeRoy Alton Lincoln, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1952 

 

Henry Bradford Arthur, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, NY – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

1953 

 

John Ely Burchard, Cambridge, MA – Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Leland Earl Hinsie, New York, NY – Doctor of Science, May 1953 

 

Rev. Edwin Oliver Kennedy, New York, NY – Doctor of Divinity, 

Commencement 

 

Van Wyck Brooks, New York, NY – Doctor of Letters, May 1953 

 

Morris Gilbert Bishop, Ithaca, NY – Doctor of Letters, May 1953 

 

William Rally Adams, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

William Wilson Cumberland, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Walter Hochuli, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Glowacki Redfield Parker, Schenectady, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

David W. Peck, Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1953 

 

1954 

 

Edwin Lorenzo Crosby, Jr., Chicago, IL – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Monsieur Pierre Donzelot, Paris, France – Doctor of Science, May 

1954 

 

Robert Allan Moore, St. Louis, MO – Doctor of Science, May 1954 
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William Allan Milton, Jr., Lexington, VA - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Chester Henry Lang, Schenectady, NY - Doctor of Laws, May 1954 

 

John Van Voorhis, Rochester, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Robert Ward McEwen, Clinton, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1954 

 

Irving Sands Olds, New York, NY Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Henry Merritt Wriston, Providence, RI – Doctor of Civil Law, May 

1954 

 

1955 

 

John Bardeen, Urbana, IL – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Walter Houser Brittain, Murray Hill, NJ – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Caryl Parker Haskins, Westport, CT – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Robert Francis LaBaron, Washington, D.C. – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Arthur Knudson, Albany, NY – Doctor of Science, May 1955 

 

Joseph Clarence Hinsey, New York, NY – Doctor of Science, May 

1955 

 

Charles Kenneth Ackerman, Tarrytown, NY – Doctor of Divinity, 

September 1955 

 

Margaret Clapp, Wellesley, MA – Doctor of Letters, May 1955 

 

Walter Cummings Baker, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

James Douglas Brown, Princeton, NJ – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

William Howard Wright, Schenectady, NY – Doctor of Laws 

 

Joseph Rosch, Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Lawrence Quincy Mumford, Washington, D.C. – Doctor of Laws, May 

1955 
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Sir Percy Claude Spender, Australia – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

1956 

 

Jose De Assis Ribiero, Sao Paulo, Brazil Doctor of Engineering, 

Commencement 

 

Henry Townly Heald, New York, NY – Doctor of Science, May 1956 

 

Rudolph Albert Schatzel, Rome – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Glenn Barton Warren, Schenectady, NY – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Francis Joseph O’Brien, Albany, NY – Doctor of Science, May 1956 

 

Johannes Reyneke, Pretoria, Union of South Africa – Doctor of 

Divinity, Commencement 

 

Alan Lake Chidsey, Houston, TX – Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement  

 

James Edward Allen, Jr., Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, May 1956 

 

Jacob Koppel Javits, Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Devereaux Colt Josephe, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws 

 

Bruce Catton, New York, NY - Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1957 

 

Irvine Heinly Page, Cleveland, OH – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Lemuel Ricketts Boulware, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Albert Conway, Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Henry Cabot Lodge, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Donald Lewis Millham, Cleveland, OH – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

William L. L. Peltz, Albany, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

James J. Rorimer, New York, NY – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 
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Wilson Ober Clough, Laramie, WY – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Edgar Preston Richardson, Detroit, MI – Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Harold Edgar Martin, Norwalk, CT – Doctor of Divinity, 

Commencement 

 

Herbert Brownell, Jr., Washington, D.C. – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement  

  

1958 

 

W. Sterling Cole – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Laurance M. Gould – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Alfred M. Gruenther – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Henry A. Karo – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Laurence P. Roberts – Doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

Julius A. Stratton – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Lewis L. Strauss – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Willard G. Hampton – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Lauriston J. Lane – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

George F. Mosher – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Robert E. Murray ’33 – Doctor of Laws, May 1958 

 

Bernadotte P. Lester – Doctor of Laws, Founders Day 

 

1959 

 

Frederick B. Adams, Jr. – Doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

James F. Adams – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

John F. Brosnan – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Frederick R. Kappel – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Lloyd S. Michael - Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 
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Philip E. Mosely – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

William L. Webster – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Harold C. Wiggers – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Arthur S. Fleming – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Willard A. Pleuthner – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1960 

 

Hon. Edward L. Bartlett – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Clarence H. Faust – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Right Rev. John J. Finn – Doctor Of Laws, Commencement 

 

Prof. Harold A. Larrabee – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Rev. Willard E. Rice – Doctor of Divinity, Commencement 

 

Allen J. Greenough – Doctor of Engineering, Commencement 

 

1961 

 

Fred C. Cole - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Colgate W. Darden, Jr. – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Lee A. DuBridge – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Charles E. Eble – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Val H. Wilson – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

1962 

 

Harvey Brooks – Doctor of Science, commencement 

 

Joseph L. Collins – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Emmanuel R. Piore – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Edward A. Weeks – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Stanley O. Morgan – Doctor of Science, Commencement  
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1963 

 

Joseph Leon Edel, Prof. of English, Graduate School of Arts and 

Sciences, New York University – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

John Nichol Irvin, II, Partner, Patterson, Belknap & Webb – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Bernard Kilgore, president, Wall Street Journal - Doctor of Civil 

Law, Commencement 

 

Simon Ramo, Pioneer in electronics research - Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Humberto Monteiro ’18 – Retired Secretary of State for the State 

of Sao Paolo, Brazil and Retired Chairman of the Board of Ford 

Motor Co., of Brazil - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Herbert Willetts ‘23 – president, Socony Mobil Oil Co, Inc. – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Thomas Carlyle Nixon - Doctor of Laws 

 

1964 

 

Joseph Russell Lynes, Jr., Managing Editor, Harper’s Magazine – 

Doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

Prof. Christopher Tunnard, Dir., Graduate Program in City 

Planning, Yale University – Doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

Arthur Zuckingham Dougall ‘19, president, Stewart, Dougall & 

Associates – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Henry Schaffer, president, Schaffer Stores Co., Inc. – Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

David Lawrence Yunich ‘39, president, Macy’s, New York – Doctor 

of Laws, Commencement 

 

Richard Gilman Folsom, president, Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Leland John Haworth, Director, National Science Foundation – 

Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 
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1965 

 

Carter Davidson, Thirteenth president of Union College – Doctor 

of Civil Laws, Commencement 

 

Clarence Hugo Linder, Sr., Vice President at GE and research 

professor at Union College – Doctor of Laws, Founder’s Day  

 

Stephen W. Brennan, Senior Judge, Northern District of New York, 

United States District Court – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Wallace Sedgwick Girling, Vice President & Director, Ginn & Co. – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Samuel Brookner Gould, president, The State University of New 

York – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Samuel Moodie Hesson, Dean, Albany Law School – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Paul Miller, president, Gannett Co., Inc. – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

H. E. Chief Simon Olaosebikan Adebo, Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary Permanent Representative of Nigeria at the United 

Nations – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Dr. Vincent MacDowell Barnett, president, Colgate University – 

Doctor of Letters 

 

Dr. Eric Frederick Goldman, Rollins Professor of History, 

Princeton University – Doctor of Humane Letters 

 

James Britt Donovan, Assistant Trial Counsel for the United 

States at the Nuremberg trials.  “Kennedy’s Man in Havana.”           

- Doctor of Laws 

 

John P. Lomenzo, New York State Republican political 

representative – Doctor of Science, Commencement  

 

1966 

 

Harold Eugene Blodgett ‘11, Lawyer – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Meade Brunet ‘16, Vice President, Radio Corporation of America – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Lewis Acrelius Froman, president, Russell Sage College, Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 
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Gerald Lloyd Phillippe, Chairman of the Board, General Electric 

Co.- Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

Phillips Stevens, Headmaster, Williston Academy – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Jerome Heartwell Holland, president, Hampton Institute – Doctor 

of Letters, Commencement 

 

John Clarkeson ‘31, Consulting Engineer – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Fred Pierce Corson, Bishop, president, The World Methodist 

Council – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1967 

 

Harlan Hawthorne Hatcher, president, University of Michigan – 

Doctor of Civil Law 

 

Charles Foster Brown, Attorney, Brown, Quencer & Commette – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Rev. Darwin Kirby, Jr., Rector, St. George’s Episcopal Church – 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

 

Louis Untermeyer, Author, Editor – Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Harry Keator DeWitt ’28, president, American Hospital Supply 

Corp. – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Robert Mowbray Walker ‘50, McDonnell Professor of Physics and 

director of Laboratory for Space Physics, Washington University – 

Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Hon. Hugh Scott, United States Senator – Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

1968 

 

Harry T. Levin, Professor, department of Comparative Literature, 

Harvard university – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Daniel Aaron, Professor, Department of English, smith College – 

Doctor of Letters, Commencement 
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Charles Petford Buckley, Jr., Buckley & Buckley – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Theodore David Lockwood, president-elect, Trinity College – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

William Bradford Turner Hastings, Rector, Christ Church – Doctor 

of Letters, Commencement 

 

Glenway Wescott, Hay-meadows – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Jessie Taylor Zoller, educator, first woman president of the 

Schenectady Board of Education – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Clinton Nathan Woolsey, Slichter Professor of Neurophysiology, 

University of Wisconsin Medical School – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Paul Abraham Freund, Expert on the Constitution and Supreme Court 

scholar – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1969 

 

Donald Eugene Craig, Vice President & General manager, Large 

Steam Turbine Generator Division, General Electric Co. – Doctor 

of Laws, Commencement 

 

John Burch McMorran, Commissioner of Transportation NYS 

Department of Transportation – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Carl Burton Stokes, Mayor, Cleveland, Ohio – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Gerald Nellis LaGrange, Headmaster, Rye Country Day School – 

Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Charles Ellsworth Goodell, United States Senator from New York 

State – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Wayne Francis Somers, Acquisitions Librarian, Union college – 

Master of Letters, Commencement 

 

Ewing Marion Kauffman, president, Marion Laboratories, Inc. – 

Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

George G. Coughlin, president, New York Bar Association – Doctor 

of laws, Commencement 

 

1970 
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Russell Wayne Baker, Washington Bureau, New York Times – Doctor 

of Laws, Commencement 

 

Roy Webber Peters ’12, Attorney, Peters & Ritchard – Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Jeanne Robert Foster, Adirondack poet, journalist, social 

reformer – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Franklin Taylor Jones, Retiring Executive Secretary, Middle 

States Association of Colleges & Secondary Schools – Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

 

John Prior Lewis ’41, Dean, Woodrow Wilson School of Public & 

International Affairs, Princeton University – Doctor of Civil 

Law, Commencement 

 

John Hilton Knowles, M.D., General Director, Massachusetts 

General Hospital – Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1971 

 

Charles Concordia, Electric Utility Engineering Operation, 

General Electric Co. – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Jerrier Abdo Haddad, Corporate Vice President of International 

Business Machines – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

George William Hazzard, president, Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Beno Sternlicht ’50, Board Chairman, Mechanical Technology Inc. – 

Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Walker O. Cain, Architect – Doctor of Letters 

 

Ersa Hines Posten, president, New York State Civil Service 

Commission – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Joseph Ushkow ’71, Financier, Endo Corporation – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Earle Milton Bigsbee ’28, Acting president, University of 

Bridgeport – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

J. Dean Dykstra, president, PEN, Editor of The New Hungarian 

Quarterly – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 
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1972 

 

Ruth Marie Adams, president, Wellesley College – Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Codman Hislop ‘31, Research Professor of American Civilization, 

Union College – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Theodore Ryland Sizer, Dean, Graduate School of Education, 

Harvard University – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Walter Addison Fallon ’40, president, Eastman Kodak Co. – Doctor 

of Science, Commencement 

 

Katherine Scranton Rozendaal, Community Leader – Doctor of Laws 

 

Jerome Robbins, Dancer, Choreographer – Doctor of Fine Arts, 

Commencement  

 

William Felton Russell, president, Felton Production, Inc. – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1973 

 

George Warren Rickey, Artist, Sculptor – Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Doris Stone, Anthropologist – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Howard Alan Simons ’51, Managing Editor, Washington Post – Doctor 

of Letters, Commencement 

 

Arthur Maynard Bueche, Vice President, Research & Development, 

General Electric Co. – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Jay Wright Forrester, Germeshausen Professor, Alfred P. Sloan 

School of Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology – 

Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Frederick George Bascom ’18, Attorney – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Richmond Frederic Meyer ’23, founder of the Mid-Hudson Oil 

Company, which became Hess Oil – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

John Vanneck, president, Equitable Holding Corp. – Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

1974 
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Ivar Giaever, Corporate Research and Development Center, General 

Electric Co. – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Norman Dudley Kathan, M.D. ‘26, Physician – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Anna W. Perkins, M.D., Physician – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Donald S. MacNaughton, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, 

Prudential Insurance Company of America – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Dixy Lee Ray, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission – Doctor of 

Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Mildred McAfee Horton, Former president, Wellesley College, First 

Commander of WAVES in WWII, recently Chairman, Board of Trustees 

of University of New Hampshire – Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Stephen Kemp Bailey, Vice President, American Council on 

Education – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Howard Rothmann Bowen, Former Chancellor of Claremon University 

Center – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1975 

 

William (Count) Basie, musician, leading figure of the swing era 

in jazz – Doctor of Fine Arts 

 

H. Laurance Achilles, Union’s former director of religious 

education, freshman hockey and benefactor - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Richard Charles Gerstenberg ’75, General Motors Corp. – Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Hanna Holborn Gray, Provost, Yale University – Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Harold Clark Martin, president, American Academy in Rome – Doctor 

of Letters, Commencement 

 

George Bailey Stone ’40, Vice President for Distribution & 

Operation Service of Pfizer, Inc. - Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 
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Albert Bruce Sabin, Research Professor of Biomedicine, Medical 

University of South Carolina – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

1976 

 

Benny Goodman, Orchestra Conductor – Doctor of Fine Arts, 

Commencement 

 

John Hope Franklin, Professor of American History, University of 

Chicago – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Ambrose Haskill Gilligan ’26, Science teacher, coach and 

principal at Whitehall High School - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Ray Woodward MacDonald, Chairman of the Board, Burroughs Corp. – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Roger Thayer Stone ’28, Former trustee of the Escuela Panamerica 

at Zamorano, Honduras, Endowed the Washington Irving Chair - 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

John Holmes Jenkins III, Editor & Publisher, Jenkins Publishing 

Co. – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

John Houseman, Director, Drama Division, Juilliard School – 

doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

Stanley Thomas LeRoy, Assistant in electrical engineering, Union 

College – Master of Pedagogy, Commencement 

 

1977 

 

Baruch Samuel Blumberg ’46, Associate Director of Clinical 

Research, The Institute for Cancer Research – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Kenneth Bancroft Clark, Chairman of the Board and president, 

Clark, Phipps, Clark and Harris, Inc. – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Austin Huntington Kiplinger, The Kiplinger Washington Editors – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Herbert Schmertz ’52, Vice President, Mobil Oil Corp. – Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Charles Andrew Ryskamp, Director, The Pierpont Morgan Library – 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 
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1978 

 

George Keith Funston, former president of Trinity College and the 

New York Stock Exchange – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Leo Eugene Jandreau, Founder of the National /electrical Workers 

Union and vice president of the New York State CIO - Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Robert Kenneth Killian ’42, Lieutenant Governor, State of 

Connecticut – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Eric Joseph Schmertz ’48, Attorney and labor-management 

arbitrator, Former dean at Hofstra Law School - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Gordon Gould ’41, Vice President, Optelcom, Inc. – Doctor of 

Science, Commencement 

 

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, M.D., Ross Medical Associates, SC – Doctor 

of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Lillian Elise Applegarth, Executive Assistant to the President, 

Union College – Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

D. Vincent Cerrito ’32, Justice, Supreme court of the State of 

New York – Doctor of Laws, Commencement  

 

Samuel Studdiford Stratton, United States Congressman, 28th 

District of New York – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Henry DeForest Wright, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive 

Officer, Schenectady Chemicals, Inc. – Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Hendrik M. Rozendaal, M.D., Former G.E. Research Laboratory 

Research Associate in Biological Sciences, Union College – Doctor 

of Science, Commencement 

 

John E. N. Hume, Jr., Editor, Schenectady Gazette – Doctor of 

Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

1979 

 

Norman Paul Auburn, Acting President, Union College - Doctor of 

Civil Law, Commencement 
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Charlotte Murray Curtis, Associate Editor, The New York Times 

- Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Paul Schaefer, Environmentalist – Doctor of Science, Inauguration 

of John Morris 

  

Frank Martin Snowden, Jr., Professor of Classics, Howard 

University - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Lord Charles P. Snow, Author, Scientist, Civil Servant - Doctor 

of Science, Commencement 

 

Allan Corning Hamilton, Treasurer, Exxon Corporation - Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Hon. Ernest Leroy Boyer, United States Commissioner of Education 

- Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Joseph H. Hirshhorn, Financier, philanthropist, art collector – 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

William A. Waldron, Attorney - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1980 

 

Stanley R. Becker, Financier, Real Estate Developer - Doctor of 

Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Hon. John Brademas, Majority Whip, United States House of 

Representatives - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Charles W. Elston, Engineering Consultant - Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

Anne LaBastille, Wildlife Ecologist - Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement  

 

1981 

 

Betty Allen, Mezzo-Soprano, Executive Director, The Harlem School 

of Arts - Doctor of Music, Commencement 

 

Hon. Warren M. Anderson, Majority Leader, New York State Senate - 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Sigmund "Sig" Makofski, Athlete, Coach, Educator - Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Jack W. Peltason, President, The American Council on Education 
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- Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

Richard A. Selzer, M.D., Surgeon, Author - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

 

1982 

William M. Ellinghaus, President and Chief Operating Officer, 

American Telephone and Telegraph Company - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

 

William H. Oldendorf, M.D., Professor of Neurology and 

Psychiatry, University of California at Los Angeles School of 

Medicine - Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Stanley G. Peschel, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Hipotronics, Inc. - Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

1983 

 

Mary Ann Caws, Distinguished Professor of French and Comparative 

Literature, The Graduate School and University Center of the City 

University of New York - Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

William Robert Grant, Chairman, MacKay-Shields Financial 

Corporation - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

James McNaughton Hester, President, The New York Botanical Garden 

- Doctor of Pedagogy, Commencement 

 

Mabel Mercer, Singer - Doctor of Music, Commencement 

 

Hon. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, United States Senator From New York 

- Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1984 

 

William Fleming, Technical Assistant in Engineering, Union 

College - Master of Pedagogy, Commencement 

 

Edward Benjamin Koren, Cartoonist and Educator - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Sterling Professor of History, Yale 

University - Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

May Sarton, Novelist and Poet - Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 
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Thomas J. Watson, Jr., Chairman Emeritus of International 

Business Machines Corporation and Former United States Ambassador 

to the Soviet Union - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1985 
 

Harry Bearse Ellis, Reporter, Broadcaster, Author - Doctor of 

Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Richard Edward Greenleaf, Professor of History and Director, 

Center for Latin American Studies, Tulane University - Doctor of 

Laws, Commencement 

 

Sydney Hillel Schanberg, Columnist, The New York Times - Doctor 

of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Roland Walter Schmitt, Chairman, National Science Board, Senior 

V.P. for Corporate Research and Development, General Electric 

Company - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 
 

1986 
 

Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Lawyer and Author - Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 

 

Horace E. Dodge III, Philanthropist - Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Larry Gelbart, Writer, Director, and Producer - Doctor of  

Letters, Commencement 

 

Marian McPartland, Jazz Pianist and Ballad Composer - Doctor of 

Music, Commencement 

 

Joseph C. Palamountain, Jr., President, Skidmore College -  

Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Helen Hennessy Vendler, Professor of English, Harvard University 

- Doctor of Letters, Commencement 
 

1987 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Zoology, Author – 

Doctor of Science, Founders Day  

Stephen Richards Graubard, Editor and Teacher - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Telford Taylor, Lawyer and Writer - Doctor of Civil Law, 

Commencement 
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Rosabeth Moss Kanter, Class of 1960, Professor, Harvard Business 

School - Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Mark Russell,Political Satirist - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

1988 

 

Stanley Hoffman, Educator, Political Scientist – Doctor of 

Laws, Founders Day 

 

Benjamin DeMott, Mellon Professor of English, Amherst College 

- Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

J. Peter Grace, Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer, 

W.R. Grace & Co. - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Alvin F. Poussaint, Associate Professor of Psychiatry and 

Associate Dean for Student Affairs, Harvard Medical School - 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Michael Butler Yeats, Writer, Economist, Statesman - Doctor of 

Civil Law, Commencement 

 

1989 

 

Gertrude Himmelfarb, Professor of History - Doctor of Laws, 

Founders Day 

 

Richard F. Fenno, Jr., Distinguished University Professor and 

William J. Kenan Professor of Political Science, University of 

Rochester - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Hon. Lee H. Hamilton, Member of Congress, Ninth District of 

Indiana - Doctor of Civil Law, Commencement 

 

Hermann A. Haus, Institute Professor, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology - Doctor of Science, Commencement 

Willie Ruff, Professor of Music and Afro-American Studies, Yale 

University - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Elizabeth Shannon, Author and Journalist - Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

1990 

 

David P. Billington, Professor of Civil Engineering, Author - 

Doctor of Humane Letters, Founders Day  

 

Ronald L. Levine, M.D., State Health Director, State of North 

Carolina - Doctor of Science, Commencement 
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Saunders MacLane, Professor of Mathematics, University of Chicago 

- Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Richard Roth, Class of 1970, Correspondent, CBS News - Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Anthony M. Salerno, President, Glenn Davis Co. - Doctor of Civil 

Law, Commencement 

 

David P. Billington, Professor of Civil Engineering, Princeton 

University - Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

1991 

 

Gene Elden Likens, Vice President and Director, New York 

Botanical Garden Institute of Ecosystem Studies - Doctor of 

Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

Edward Villella, Artistic Director, Miami City Ballet - Doctor of 

Humane Letters, Commencement 

Marian Wright Edelman, President and Founder, Children's Defense 

Fund - Doctor of Letters - Commencement 

 

John H. Ostrom, Class of 1951, Professor of Geology and 

Geophysics, Yale University - Doctor of Science, Founders Day 

1992 

 

Ralph A. Alpher, Distinguished Research Professor, Union College 

- Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

Armand V. Feigenbaum, Class of 1942, President and Chief 

Executive Officer, General Systems Company - Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 

 

Brunilde S. Ridgway, Rhys Carpenter Professor of Archeology, Bryn 

Mawr College – Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Paul E. Tsongas, Former United States Senator from Massachusetts 

- Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

1993 

 

Eleanor Baum, Engineer and  Educator - Doctor of Science, 

Commencement 
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Garry Wills, Author, Journalist, Educator - Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Benoit Mandelbrot, Department of Mathematics, Yale University 

- Doctor of Science, Founders Day 

 

1994 

 

Morris Marshall Cohn '24, Attorney and Judge - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

Paul Kennedy, Department of History, Yale University - Doctor of 

Letters, Founders Day 

 

Rosalyn Sussman Yalow, M.D., Medical Physicist - Doctor of 

Science, Commencement 

 

David McCullough, Biographer and Historian - Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

??Wilma Mankiller, First woman Principal Chief of the Cherokee 

Nation, civil rights activist - Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement 

 

1995 

 

Hon. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, United States Senator from New York 

- Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Ceslav Mordowicz, Escapee from Auschwitz - Doctor of Humane 

Letters - Commencement 

 

1996 

 

Gordon P. McGregor, former principal of the University College of 

Ripon and York St. John in York, England and emeritus professor 

of education at the University of Leeds - Doctor of Letters, 

Founders Day 

 

Tan Feng Liang, President of Nanjing Normal University - Doctor 

of Letters, Founders Day 

 

Sadato Tanimoto, President of Kansai Gaidai University - Doctor 

of Letters, Founders Day 

Tom Brokaw, Anchor, NBC Nightly News - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 
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Andrea Barrett, Class of 1974, Author - Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

 

Phil Alden Robinson, Class of 1971, Film Writer, Producer and 

Director - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

1997 

Donald S. Feigenbaum, Class of 1946, Chief Operating Officer and 

Executive Vice President, General Systems Company - Doctor of 

Science, Commencement 

 

Robert B. Holland, Jr., Class of 1962, President, Workplace 

Integrators - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Paul Le Clerc, President, The New York Public Library - Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

 

Mary Patterson McPherson, M.D., President of Bryn Mawr College - 

Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

 

Catharine R. Stimpson, Director of Fellowships, MacArthur 

Foundation - Doctor of Letters, Founders Day 

 

1998 

 

Robert Coles, Professor of Psychiatry and Medical Humanities at 

Harvard University Health Services - Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Founders Day 

 

Hon. Victor H. Fazio, Class of 1965, Member of Congress, Third 

District of California - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

Beate Klarsfeld, Nazi Hunter - Doctor of Laws 

 

Diane Ravitch, Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution, and 

Senior Research Fellow, New York University - Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

Allen L. Sessoms, Class of 1968, President, Queens College (New 

York) - Doctor of Science, Commencement 

 

1999 

 

Yervant Terzian, James A. Weeks Professor of Physical Sciences 

and Chairman of the Department of Astronomy and Space Sciences at 

Cornell University - Doctor of Science, Founders Day 
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Raymond V. Gilmartin, Class of 1963. Chairman, President, and 
Chief Executive Officer of Merck & Co., Inc. - Doctor of Laws, 
Commencement 
 
 

2000 

 
Jonathan D. Spence, Sterling Professor of History, Yale 
University - Doctor of Letters, Founders Day 

Kevin Klose, President and Chief Executive Officer, National 
Public Radio - Doctor of Humane Letters, Commencement 

 

2001 

Lynn Margulis, Professor, University of Massachusetts - Doctor of 

Science, Founders Day 

 

David A. Kessler, Dean, Yale University School of Medicine - 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

 

2002 

 

Cynthia H. Enloe, Professor of Government and Director of  

Women's Studies at Clark University - Doctor of Laws, Founders 

Day 

 

Jeff Greenfield, Political analyst and author - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

 

2003 

 

Philip Ball, Author, Scientist - Doctor of Science, Founders Day 

 

Fred M. Rogers, innovator in children’s entertainment - Doctor of 

Letters(posthumously), Commencement 

 

2004 

 

Wolf Kahn, Artist - Doctor of Fine Arts, Commencement 

 

Kevin Rampe, Class of 1988, Doctor of Laws, Commencement 
 

Julia Alvarez, Poet and Novelist - Doctor of Letters, Founders 

Day 

 

2005 

 

Theodore W. Berger `72, David Packard Professor of Engineering at 
the University Southern California - Doctor of Science, Founders 

Day 
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Roger H. Hull, President, Union College - Doctor of Laws, 

Commencement 

  

                         2006 

 

The Reverend Peter J. Gomes, preacher and lecturer, member 
of the Faculty of Divinity of Harvard University - Doctor 

of Laws, Founders Day 

 

Professor James E. Underwood, Professor of Political Science, 
Union College - Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

2007 

Professor Richard Sorajbi, Professor of Philosophy, 

Oxford University, England – Doctor of Letters, 

Commencement 

Charles Gibson, News Commentator, ABC News – Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement  

      2008 

John S. Wold ’38, Trustee Emeritus – Doctor of Science, ReUnion 

Weekend 

Ruth J. Simmons, President, Smith College – Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

John W. Dower, Professor of Japanese History, MIT –Doctor 

of Humane Letters, Commencement 

   2009 

Paul A. Volcker, Former Chairman of the Federal Reserve, Doctor 

of Laws, Commencement 

Martin L. Perl, Nobel Prize Winner in Physics & Professor 

Emeritus of Physics at Stanford University, Doctor of Science, 

Commencement  

 

 



 26 

   2010 

Alan F. Horn ’64, President and Chief Operating Officer, 

Warner Brothers Studios – Doctor of Fine Arts, 

Commencement 

Mildred Dresselhaus, Institute Professor of Physics and 

Electrical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, Doctor of Science, Commencement 

                      2011 

Judy Woodruff, Broadcast Journalist, Doctor of Humane Letters, 

Commencement  

Marvin Bell, Poet and Professor of English, Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement 

                      2012 

Dylan Ratigan, Broadcast Journalist and Author, Doctor of Humane 

Letters, Commencement 

G. Bingham Powell,  Professor and Political Science Scholar, 

Commencement 

       2013 

John Lewis, United States Representative and original  Freedom 

Rider, Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

Clifford Tabin, professor and chairman of the Department of 

Genetics at Harvard Medical School - Doctor of Science, 

Commencement  

   2014 

Dr. Deborah L. Birx, Ambassador-At-Large and U. S. Global Aids 

Coordinator – Doctor of Science, Commencement 

Morris E. Fine, Walter P. Murphy Professor Emeritus of Materials 

Science and Engineering at Northwestern University – Doctor of 

Science, Commencement 
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       2015 

Devin P. Wenig ’88, CEO of eBay – Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

Marjorie Agosin, Luella LaMer Slaner Professor in Latin American 

Studies and professor of Spanish at Wellesley College – Doctor of 

Letters, Commencement   

           2016 

Gov. Charlie Baker, Governor of Commonwealth of Massachusetts – 

Doctor of Laws, Commencement 

William H. Kimbel, Virginia M. Ullman Professor of Natural 

History and the Environment – Doctor of Letters, Commencement   

           2017 

John E. Sexton, President Emeritus of New York University and 

NYU’s Benjamin Butler Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus – Doctor 

of Laws, Commencement 

Tyler Jacks, Director of the Koch Institute for Integrative 

Cancer Research at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 

David H. Koch Professor of Biology – Doctor of Science, 

Commencement   

   2018 

 

Stephen C. Ainlay, the 18th President of Union College - Doctor 

of Letters, Commencement 

Judith G. Ainlay, Director of Special Institutional Relations 

at Union College - Doctor of Letters, Commencement 

Charles M. Lieber, Joshua and Beth Friedman University Professor 

of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Harvard University - Doctor 

of Science, Commencement 

 


