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I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Tracy Chen, Lora
Condon, Rwan Mashrah, Aneisya Williams and Haley Gibbons,
our collaborative Sociology Club and Newsletter team, for
their hard work on this issue.

Please look inside for important updates and student
highlights. You will find profiles on our seniors, who are
currently finishing thesis work on a wide range of fascinating
topics. It has been a robust term, indeed: the Sociology Club
hosted two successful events,

Dr. Deidre Hill Butler
Professor and Chair of Sociology
Winter 2026

By Professor Deidre Hill-Butler 

Chair’s Corner
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and the Department partnered
with the Becker Career Center
on two occasions.

 Looking ahead, the Sociology
Junior/Senior Thesis
Information Session was
Feburary 19th.



Dr. Deidre Hill Butler
Professor and Chair of

Sociology
Winter 2026

Dr. Melinda A. Goldner
Professor of Sociology

Winter 2026

Professor Deidre Hill Butler looks forward to mentoring a cohort
of independent study and senior thesis students during the
Spring term. She and Marietta Carr, Librarian at the Schenectady
County Historical Society, were awarded a New York State
Conservation/Preservation of Library Research Materials grant
and a New York State Archives Documentary Heritage Grant to
support the preservation and archiving of Black women’s
leadership in the New York Capital District.

Beyond her academic work, Professor Hill Butler has stepped
down from the Boards of Safe Inc. and the Duryee Community
Foundation. She now serves on the Advisory Committee to the
Board of the Schenectady Scholars Charter School, whose
mission is to nurture compassionate, knowledgeable, and
confident learners by fostering academic achievement and
character development in a holistic, engaging environment.

In April 2026, Professor Hill Butler will present her forthcoming
article, “Womanist Homeplaces: Black Placemaking in Ireland,” at
the 12th Annual Africa Conference at Tennessee State University,
aligned with the conference theme: “Identities, Continuities, and
Transformations: Women, Youths, and Children in Africa and the
African Diaspora.”

Professor Goldner is teaching "History of
Sociological Thought" this term, which is the
required theory course (SOC 305). Of the
three different versions of the course, this one
pairs classical theorists with contemporary
theories. For example, we compared
Durkheim's statements on solidarity with
functionalism's analysis of stratification by
Davis and Moore. Also, her thesis students are
analyzing quantitative and qualitative data on
a range of topics from health to sports. Next
term, she will teach "Introduction to
Sociology." Finally, she is working on an
encyclopedic entry on complementary and
alternative medicine that will place
sociological research on users and
practitioners in a global context. 

Faculty Updates
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Professor Cotter has been teaching a section of
Introduction to Sociology and advising a series of
thesis students this winter.  He recently had a
paper accepted for publication applying the 3P
model to depression among faculty at liberal arts
colleges during the COVID pandemic.
Differentiating between predisposing,
precipitating, perpetuating factors, we showed
that while predisposing factors (sex, race,
parenthood, rank, and tenure)  did not
significantly predict depression, precipitating
factors like work-life balance, teaching resources
did, as did the perpetuating factor of sleep
deprivation.  While he is on sabbatical this spring
Professor Cotter plans to start on a book project
on the stalled gender revolution. 

Dr. David A. Cotter
Professor of Sociology

Winter 2026

Prof Kaplan is looking forward to the
Winter term and the community
outreach her students in SOC 450 are
doing this term. Organizations that
students are working with include the
Audubon Society, Schoharie River
Center/Schenectady Environmental
Education Center, and the NYS Dept
of Environmental Conservation.
    Prof Kaplan continues to be
involved with NOAA, reviewing and
commenting on fisheries policies and
user group participation as well as
with the Marine Policies Center of the
Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution. 

Faculty Updates

Dr. Ilene M. Kaplan
Professor of Sociology

Winter 2026
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Dr. Timothy P. Stablein 
Associate Professor of

Sociology
Winter 2026

Next term (Spring, 2026), I will be teaching two
exciting courses. In the first course, Social
Constructions of Deviance (SOC-204), we explore a
variety of topics related to social deviance and social
control. In the second course, Qualitative Methods
(Soc-304), we will explore a variety of qualitative
research methods that sociologists employ to
examine the social world, such as participant
observation, in-depth interviewing, and
ethnography, and employ them to undertake
independent research projects. Students will work
primarily on their own research projects throughout
the term. Those planning to write a senior thesis
that incorporates qualitative methods of observation
and analysis are especially encouraged to take this
course so that they may not only learn important
"tricks of the trade," but also get a head start on
developing qualitative thesis proposals and projects.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions
you may have about either of these courses at
Stableit@union.edu.

Faculty Updates

5



Skyler Semon 
Winter 2026

My thesis explores the socioeconomic
opportunities and barriers within professional
sports, focusing specifically on how professional
tennis reflects and reinforces broader social
inequalities. My thesis examines the intersection of
class, gender, and race in shaping athlete
development, media coverage, and institutional
governance. Through case studies of American
players Frances Tiafoe, Taylor Fritz, Coco Gauff,
and Emma Navarro, my research illustrates how
systemic advantages and disadvantages impact
professional trajectories and public perception. 

Skyler Semon
Class of 2026

Thesis Spotlight

6



Co-Presidents of Union College Sociology Club
Winter 2026

By Lora and Tracy

Sociology Club Update
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The Sociology Club, led by Co‑Presidents Lora and Tracy, had a meaningful and
service‑focused winter term centered on community engagement and applied

sociology.
This term began with a Sociology & Sandwiches event featuring New Choices

Recovery Center. Staff members shared insights on local recovery services and
current substance‑use trends, prompting thoughtful discussion among students.

In February, the club organized a Valentine’s Day care‑package initiative
supporting SAFE Inc. Students contributed donations and assembled packages

that directly benefited youth in the community.
Club members also participated in the Moonbee during the campus‑wide MLK
Week of Service, joining peers and community partners in a hands‑on project
honoring Dr. King’s legacy. The club continued its commitment to service by

taking part in the Black History Month Day of Service, offering another
opportunity for reflection, learning, and collective action.

Together, these events highlight the club’s ongoing dedication to community care,
social justice, and engaged learning.



Sociology Club
Events
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Sociology Club
Safe Inc. 
Valentines
Pictures

10



The Union College Mini-Term in Senegal is an interdisciplinary program
involving a variety of departments and programs.

Students experience Africa firsthand through Senegal, the westernmost
point of the continent (over 500 kilometers or 330 miles of Atlantic
coastline). Senegal is a vibrant cultural crossroad between the Middle East
(Islam was introduced to Senegal in the 11th century), Europe (Senegal was
the former capital of French West Africa), and the Americas.

By Professor Deidre Hill-Butler 

Senegal Mini-Term Winter 2027
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Spring 2026
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