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Our UCALL mission is to provide opportunities for intellectual 

development, cultural stimulation and social interaction  

for adults through courses, excursions and special events.
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Thanks to all who voluntarily contribute to the Friends of UCALL Fund, we are able to continue in our mission

and ensure that existing and future members will enjoy quality educational programs for years to come. 

* affiliated with a matching gift company

If you would like to contribute 
to the Friends of UCALL 
Fund, please visit our 
secure Giving webpage at  
union.edu/ucall/giving,  
or send your donation 
by check payable to “The 
Trustees of Union College”  
with Friends of UCALL in  
the memo line and mail to:

UCALL
Union College
807 Union St.
Schenectady, NY 12308                            

If you are affiliated with a 
company that has a matching 
gift program, your gift  
could be doubled. Please 
contact your Human  
Resources office to submit  
a matching gift form. 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT. P: (518) 388-6072 

E: ucall@union.edu  
www.union.edu/UCALL

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (and by appointment)

STAFF
Valerie D’Amario, Director 
Debbie Catharine, Administrative Assistant

Lifelong Learner $1000 or more 
Academician $500-$999 
Scholar $300-$499 
Donor $10-$299  
Friend $10-$99

Based on annual cumulative giving

SUPPORTING 
OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR GENERATIONS

FENIMOREASSET.COM

1 Glen Eddy Drive, Niskayuna
www.GlenEddy.com | (518) 280-8368

See all that Glen Eddy has to offer— 

call to schedule a tour today!

Glen Eddy
We offer Independent 
Living for active seniors 
and Enriched Housing 
(Assisted Living) for 
seniors who need a 
little extra help.

UCALL Pop-Up Lectures and Special Events will be announced in upcoming e-newsletters.
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MONDAYS
Topics in Ethics

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. They affect 
how people make decisions and lead their lives. Ethics is concerned 
with what is good for individuals and society and is also described 
as moral philosophy.

Week 1: Leo Zaibert, Ph.D. William D. Williams Professor of  
Philosophy, Law and Humanities, Union College, will start the  
series off with: How is Ethics Possible?

Week 2: Susan Kopp, DVM, professor emeritus of health sciences, 
City University of New York; affiliated scholar, Yale Interdisciplinary 
Center for Bioethics, will present on: Animal Ethics.

Week 3: Bruce Roter, Ph.D., College of St. Rose; founder of the  
proposed Museum of Political Corruption and the Center for  
Ethical Government in Albany, N.Y., will share his views on:  
Political Corruption.

Week 4: Anastasia Pease, Ph.D., senior lecturer in English at  
Union College, will share her thoughts on: The Predictive Aspects  
of Science Fiction and Ethical Dilemmas.

Week 5: Michael C. Brannigan, Ph.D., adjunct professor, Alden 
March Bioethics Institute, Albany Medical College; adjunct professor  
of philosophy, Salve Regina University, Newport, R.I., will end the  
series with a talk on: Pandemic Responses: Culture, Identity and Ethics.

COORDINATORS: JENNY OVEREYNDER AND TOBY SABIAN

Big History

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Did you ever wonder how the amazing complexity of the world 
that we see around us today came to be? Big History is a unique 
way of looking at this question, starting from the formation of the 
universe. A multi-disciplinary approach is required that draws from 
the sciences and the humanities.

Week 1: Dr. Michael Collins provides an introduction to the  
origin and concepts of the Big History approach, to set the stage 
for the journey from the beginning of time to today.

Week 2: Professor Valerie Rapson presents the initial transitions  
in the complexity of the universe, from the Big Bang to the  
formation of the Earth.

Week 3: Professor George Shaw discusses what the evidence tells 
us about the next major step change in complexity, the emergence 
of life on Earth and its evolution into complex organisms.

Week 4: Professor Mark Walker explores what we know about 
the next major changes in complexity among humans: settling 
down, collective learning and the development of agriculture.

Week 5: Professor Mark Walker concludes our 13.7-billion-year 
journey by discussing the key developments that occurred during 
the period of recorded history that have led to the stunning  
complexity of the modern world.

COORDINATOR: MICHAEL COLLINS

Mendelssohn is an early Romantic composer. During his youth, 
he was compared to Mozart. He received a superb education and 
travelled widely. A superb pianist, he became conductor of the 
Gewandhaus Orchestra and revived the music of Bach. His earliest 
compositions reveal maturity. As a teenager he composed the String 
Octet and the Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream; in his 20s 
the Scottish and the Italian Symphonies; later oratorios. 
 
The first three sessions give an overview of each composer.  
The last two sessions examine different genres of music and how 
these composers treated them.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

THURSDAYS
Food for Thought—A Potpourri

OCT. 7, 14, 21, 28, NOV. 4 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

Exploration of New York and New England history: A Meandering 
Odyssey, presented by John W. Delano. 

Week 1: As a young child, John Delano was intrigued by the many 
stone walls located in the woods near his family’s rural home in 
South Deerfield, N.H. Decades later, this interest led to his mapping 
stone walls in the woods near his family’s home east of Troy, N.Y.  

Week 2: Old documents from the original families who had settled 
the land east of Troy during the late 18th century provide glimpses 
into the lives of the subsistence farmers. 

Week 3: The diary of a mid-18th century surveyor team, the  
importance of the Pine Tree Riot of 1772 in Weare, N.H. and the 
history of a farming community in South Deerfield, N.H.

The last two lectures in the series are presented by Michael Adler. 

Week 4: This talk discusses the shared formation and geology of 
eastern Canada and the United States. The focus will be during  
the Ordivician (475MYA), when the Laurentian and Appalachian 
mountains in North American and the Caledonian mountains in 
Europe were formed. 

Week 5: This talk covers the NASA Dawn mission to the two  
largest asteroids, Vesta and Ceres; the ESA Rosetta mission to  
the comet Churyumov-Gerasimenko; and the flyby by the New 
Horizon’s spacecraft of the Kuiper Belt object Ultima Thule.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

TUESDAYS
Local Authors and Their Works

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

This is a great opportunity to hear local authors talk about their 
recent work, including nonfiction, biography, memoir, stories from a 
news reporter, and human interest.

Week 1: Italy to America: My Family’s Immigration Journey by  
Mike DeMasi tells the story of his parents and oldest siblings, who  
moved from a small town in southern Italy to Troy, N.Y. What They 
Said: 25 Years of Telling Stories is a collection of stories from the 
author’s career as a journalist.

Week 2: Sadie’s Boys by Larry Lewis is a nonfiction book about  
his family’s World War II trials and tribulations.

Week 3: The Book Keeper: A Memoir of Race, Love, and Legacy  
by Julia McKenzie Munemo is a memoir that is equal parts love 
story, family investigation and racial reckoning.

Week 4: CT: A Cat’s Story, Keys of the Road: A Country Boy’s  
Memories and Voices from Room 6 are all human-interest stories 
written by Paul O’Brien, a retired teacher and UCALL member.

Week 5: Washington’s Golden Age: Hope Ridings Miller, the  
Society Beat, and the Rise of Women Journalists by Joseph Dalton 
is a biography about Miller, who was the society editor for  
The Washington Post from 1937–1944.

COORDINATOR: STELLA COLLINS

Death and Afterlife in World Religions 

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

This course by Professor Peter Bedford investigates how various 
religions (including Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism) 
understand death and the afterlife, and how this understanding  
relates to views of the human person. It also discusses religious  
rituals pertaining to death and examines near-death experiences 
in relation to religious views of death and the afterlife. The course 
draws on a variety of methods, including history, anthropology, 
sociology and philosophy.

COORDINATOR: CATHY LEWIS

Insiders and Outsiders:  
Literature of Belonging and Exclusion

NOV. 9, 16, 23, 30, DEC. 7 

10 A.M. – NOON

Harry Marten, Edward E. Hale, Jr. Professor of English Emeritus,  
will lead a discussion of works that explore the complicated  
experience of belonging to and/or being excluded from a group 
because of such issues as nationality, race, religion, class, gender, 
political belief, physical or psychological differences. These are 
visible in the language we speak, the gestures we make, the ways 

we dress, the food we eat, the homes we inhabit, the choices we 
make, the things we love and hate. These are stories of conquerors 
and the conquered, immigrants and refugees, families, the ways we 
educate and fail to educate ourselves, longing for safety and order 
and our attraction to risk and fluidity. Participants should read and 
be prepared to discuss the following: E.M. Forster’s A Passage to 
India (11/9), Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day (11/16), Josh 
Swiller’s The Unheard (11/23), Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping 
(11/30), and Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (12/7). To allow for an 
active discussion, registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATOR: LINDA DOYLE

WEDNESDAYS
Imagining the Nation:  
Ireland and Literature from 1880-1925

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

10 A.M. – NOON

The historical period of 1880-1925 was a time of extraordinary 
cultural change in Ireland, as the country moved from colonization 
to revolution to independence to civil war. Claire Bracken, Ph.D. 
(associate professor, English Department, Union College) will lead 
an examination of this critically important era through an analysis of 
literary texts that engage with the historical realities of the peri-
od. Presentations will be provided on Home Rule, the 1913/1914 
Lockout, Easter 1916 and the Irish War of Independence, followed 
by discussion of the relationships between historical context and 
literary representation of these moments in Irish history. Participants 
will be expected to read and be prepared to discuss assigned works 
by Katherine Tynan, W.B. Yeats, Augusta Gregory, James Joyce, 
James Plunkett, Sean O’Casey, Eva Gore-Booth, and Military History 
Witness Statements. See the UCALL online registration site for details 
and sources of works. In order to allow for an active discussion, 
registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATORS: LINDA DOYLE AND PAUL O’BRIEN

Beethoven, Schubert, Mendelssohn— 
From Classics to Romantics by Josef Schmee

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

The musical world of the 19th century deified Ludwig van Beethoven, 
whose works demonstrate a moral commitment not heard before. 
Compositions of his middle period already show an unheard strength, 
e.g. the “Eroica” symphony or his “Razumovsky” string quartets.  
The dimensions of his compositions expanded to bring us the  
Choral Symphony and the “Grosse Fuge.” No composer could ignore 
Beethoven. He had to be overcome somehow, but how?

Franz Schubert lived in Vienna and adored Beethoven. To entertain 
his friends, he composed Lieder and exquisite chamber music,  
string quartets or piano pieces. With his symphonies he struggled 
to surpass Beethoven as with the “Unfinished.” The Great C Major 
Symphony accomplishes his goal though it remained unperformed 
for many years. 
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For addit ional  detai ls  on courses,  v is it  the UCALL website at  www.union.edu/UCALL.
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STEERING COMMITTEE 

Michele Angrist,  
Academic Vice-President 
Michael Bishop
Bob Briggs
Jim Burns
Mike Collins
Jim Comly, Emeritus
Valerie D’Amario, Director
Peggy King, Chair
Cathy Lewis
Bonnie McCullough
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Jeff Rothman
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Greg Sauer

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Phyllis Budka
Jim Burns, Chair
Mike Collins, Co-chair
Stella Collins
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Valerie D’Amario
Linda Doyle
Peggy King
Cathy Lewis
Vilhelm Lund
Bonnie McCullough
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Bob Saltzman
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WINTER PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Bob Briggs
Phyllis Budka, Co-chair
Art Clayman
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Jim Comly
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Peggy King
Cathy Lewis
Bonnie McCullough
Kathy Palmieri
Elizabeth Paul
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Established in 1988, Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning (UCALL)  

is a welcoming and inclusive membership organization for adults who enjoy  

learning. UCALL offers two semesters of courses (fall and spring), plus a  

four-week winter session. Our courses cover a wide range of topics and are  

presented by volunteers from the UCALL membership, Union faculty and  

community leaders. All courses are non-credit with no exams or pre-requisites. 

Pop-up lectures and special events are offered throughout the year.

UCALL is open to all who want to learn with their peers, regardless of formal  

education. Benefits of UCALL membership include: participation in UCALL  

courses and special events; engage in volunteer opportunities; e-newsletter  

subscription; tuition waiver to audit one Union College undergraduate course 

(based on availability); borrowing privileges at Schaffer Library; and access to 

Union events including films, exhibits, concerts and lectures. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND TUITION:

Annual Membership Fee  
(September – August) is $75 per person.  
Tuition is $35 per course. 

Financial assistance is available for membership and course fees.  

For assistance, please contact UCALL Director Valerie D’Amario at  

(518) 388-6675. All requests are confidential.

Fall courses will be delivered online via Zoom. Most sessions will be  

recorded for later viewing. Zoom orientation sessions will be offered prior  

to the start of classes. 

As COVID restrictions are lifting, we are hopeful that this coming year will  

allow us to gather on campus once again. While we await guidance from  

the College on space availability and safety protocols for the wider community, 

we are delivering all fall courses remotely and are prepared to pivot to a  

hybrid course delivery when possible. This would allow us to gather in  

small groups in a classroom with the instructor while also providing online  

Zoom access to participants at the same time. As plans unfold, we will keep  

members informed.

Fall Registration:
Registration for fall term courses opens at 9:00 a.m.  
on August 18th. Register and pay for membership  
and courses online at www.union.edu/ucall.   
For more information, or to register over the phone,  
please call (518) 388-6072.  



MONDAYS
Topics in Ethics

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. They affect 
how people make decisions and lead their lives. Ethics is concerned 
with what is good for individuals and society and is also described 
as moral philosophy.

Week 1: Leo Zaibert, Ph.D. William D. Williams Professor of  
Philosophy, Law and Humanities, Union College, will start the  
series off with: How is Ethics Possible?

Week 2: Susan Kopp, DVM, professor emeritus of health sciences, 
City University of New York; affiliated scholar, Yale Interdisciplinary 
Center for Bioethics, will present on: Animal Ethics.

Week 3: Bruce Roter, Ph.D., College of St. Rose; founder of the  
proposed Museum of Political Corruption and the Center for  
Ethical Government in Albany, N.Y., will share his views on:  
Political Corruption.

Week 4: Anastasia Pease, Ph.D., senior lecturer in English at  
Union College, will share her thoughts on: The Predictive Aspects  
of Science Fiction and Ethical Dilemmas.

Week 5: Michael C. Brannigan, Ph.D., adjunct professor, Alden 
March Bioethics Institute, Albany Medical College; adjunct professor  
of philosophy, Salve Regina University, Newport, R.I., will end the  
series with a talk on: Pandemic Responses: Culture, Identity and Ethics.

COORDINATORS: JENNY OVEREYNDER AND TOBY SABIAN

Big History

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Did you ever wonder how the amazing complexity of the world 
that we see around us today came to be? Big History is a unique 
way of looking at this question, starting from the formation of the 
universe. A multi-disciplinary approach is required that draws from 
the sciences and the humanities.

Week 1: Dr. Michael Collins provides an introduction to the  
origin and concepts of the Big History approach, to set the stage 
for the journey from the beginning of time to today.

Week 2: Professor Valerie Rapson presents the initial transitions  
in the complexity of the universe, from the Big Bang to the  
formation of the Earth.

Week 3: Professor George Shaw discusses what the evidence tells 
us about the next major step change in complexity, the emergence 
of life on Earth and its evolution into complex organisms.

Week 4: Professor Mark Walker explores what we know about 
the next major changes in complexity among humans: settling 
down, collective learning and the development of agriculture.

Week 5: Professor Mark Walker concludes our 13.7-billion-year 
journey by discussing the key developments that occurred during 
the period of recorded history that have led to the stunning  
complexity of the modern world.

COORDINATOR: MICHAEL COLLINS

Mendelssohn is an early Romantic composer. During his youth, 
he was compared to Mozart. He received a superb education and 
travelled widely. A superb pianist, he became conductor of the 
Gewandhaus Orchestra and revived the music of Bach. His earliest 
compositions reveal maturity. As a teenager he composed the String 
Octet and the Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream; in his 20s 
the Scottish and the Italian Symphonies; later oratorios. 
 
The first three sessions give an overview of each composer.  
The last two sessions examine different genres of music and how 
these composers treated them.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

THURSDAYS
Food for Thought—A Potpourri

OCT. 7, 14, 21, 28, NOV. 4 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

Exploration of New York and New England history: A Meandering 
Odyssey, presented by John W. Delano. 

Week 1: As a young child, John Delano was intrigued by the many 
stone walls located in the woods near his family’s rural home in 
South Deerfield, N.H. Decades later, this interest led to his mapping 
stone walls in the woods near his family’s home east of Troy, N.Y.  

Week 2: Old documents from the original families who had settled 
the land east of Troy during the late 18th century provide glimpses 
into the lives of the subsistence farmers. 

Week 3: The diary of a mid-18th century surveyor team, the  
importance of the Pine Tree Riot of 1772 in Weare, N.H. and the 
history of a farming community in South Deerfield, N.H.

The last two lectures in the series are presented by Michael Adler. 

Week 4: This talk discusses the shared formation and geology of 
eastern Canada and the United States. The focus will be during  
the Ordivician (475MYA), when the Laurentian and Appalachian 
mountains in North American and the Caledonian mountains in 
Europe were formed. 

Week 5: This talk covers the NASA Dawn mission to the two  
largest asteroids, Vesta and Ceres; the ESA Rosetta mission to  
the comet Churyumov-Gerasimenko; and the flyby by the New 
Horizon’s spacecraft of the Kuiper Belt object Ultima Thule.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

TUESDAYS
Local Authors and Their Works

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

This is a great opportunity to hear local authors talk about their 
recent work, including nonfiction, biography, memoir, stories from a 
news reporter, and human interest.

Week 1: Italy to America: My Family’s Immigration Journey by  
Mike DeMasi tells the story of his parents and oldest siblings, who  
moved from a small town in southern Italy to Troy, N.Y. What They 
Said: 25 Years of Telling Stories is a collection of stories from the 
author’s career as a journalist.

Week 2: Sadie’s Boys by Larry Lewis is a nonfiction book about  
his family’s World War II trials and tribulations.

Week 3: The Book Keeper: A Memoir of Race, Love, and Legacy  
by Julia McKenzie Munemo is a memoir that is equal parts love 
story, family investigation and racial reckoning.

Week 4: CT: A Cat’s Story, Keys of the Road: A Country Boy’s  
Memories and Voices from Room 6 are all human-interest stories 
written by Paul O’Brien, a retired teacher and UCALL member.

Week 5: Washington’s Golden Age: Hope Ridings Miller, the  
Society Beat, and the Rise of Women Journalists by Joseph Dalton 
is a biography about Miller, who was the society editor for  
The Washington Post from 1937–1944.

COORDINATOR: STELLA COLLINS

Death and Afterlife in World Religions 

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

This course by Professor Peter Bedford investigates how various 
religions (including Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism) 
understand death and the afterlife, and how this understanding  
relates to views of the human person. It also discusses religious  
rituals pertaining to death and examines near-death experiences 
in relation to religious views of death and the afterlife. The course 
draws on a variety of methods, including history, anthropology, 
sociology and philosophy.

COORDINATOR: CATHY LEWIS

Insiders and Outsiders:  
Literature of Belonging and Exclusion

NOV. 9, 16, 23, 30, DEC. 7 

10 A.M. – NOON

Harry Marten, Edward E. Hale, Jr. Professor of English Emeritus,  
will lead a discussion of works that explore the complicated  
experience of belonging to and/or being excluded from a group 
because of such issues as nationality, race, religion, class, gender, 
political belief, physical or psychological differences. These are 
visible in the language we speak, the gestures we make, the ways 

we dress, the food we eat, the homes we inhabit, the choices we 
make, the things we love and hate. These are stories of conquerors 
and the conquered, immigrants and refugees, families, the ways we 
educate and fail to educate ourselves, longing for safety and order 
and our attraction to risk and fluidity. Participants should read and 
be prepared to discuss the following: E.M. Forster’s A Passage to 
India (11/9), Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day (11/16), Josh 
Swiller’s The Unheard (11/23), Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping 
(11/30), and Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (12/7). To allow for an 
active discussion, registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATOR: LINDA DOYLE

WEDNESDAYS
Imagining the Nation:  
Ireland and Literature from 1880-1925

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

10 A.M. – NOON

The historical period of 1880-1925 was a time of extraordinary 
cultural change in Ireland, as the country moved from colonization 
to revolution to independence to civil war. Claire Bracken, Ph.D. 
(associate professor, English Department, Union College) will lead 
an examination of this critically important era through an analysis of 
literary texts that engage with the historical realities of the peri-
od. Presentations will be provided on Home Rule, the 1913/1914 
Lockout, Easter 1916 and the Irish War of Independence, followed 
by discussion of the relationships between historical context and 
literary representation of these moments in Irish history. Participants 
will be expected to read and be prepared to discuss assigned works 
by Katherine Tynan, W.B. Yeats, Augusta Gregory, James Joyce, 
James Plunkett, Sean O’Casey, Eva Gore-Booth, and Military History 
Witness Statements. See the UCALL online registration site for details 
and sources of works. In order to allow for an active discussion, 
registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATORS: LINDA DOYLE AND PAUL O’BRIEN

Beethoven, Schubert, Mendelssohn— 
From Classics to Romantics by Josef Schmee

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

The musical world of the 19th century deified Ludwig van Beethoven, 
whose works demonstrate a moral commitment not heard before. 
Compositions of his middle period already show an unheard strength, 
e.g. the “Eroica” symphony or his “Razumovsky” string quartets.  
The dimensions of his compositions expanded to bring us the  
Choral Symphony and the “Grosse Fuge.” No composer could ignore 
Beethoven. He had to be overcome somehow, but how?

Franz Schubert lived in Vienna and adored Beethoven. To entertain 
his friends, he composed Lieder and exquisite chamber music,  
string quartets or piano pieces. With his symphonies he struggled 
to surpass Beethoven as with the “Unfinished.” The Great C Major 
Symphony accomplishes his goal though it remained unperformed 
for many years. 
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STEERING COMMITTEE 

Michele Angrist,  
Academic Vice-President 
Michael Bishop
Bob Briggs
Jim Burns
Mike Collins
Jim Comly, Emeritus
Valerie D’Amario, Director
Peggy King, Chair
Cathy Lewis
Bonnie McCullough
Paul O’Brien, Vice-chair
Jenny Overeynder
Jeff Rothman
Toby Sabian
Greg Sauer

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Phyllis Budka
Jim Burns, Chair
Mike Collins, Co-chair
Stella Collins
Jim Comly
Valerie D’Amario
Linda Doyle
Peggy King
Cathy Lewis
Vilhelm Lund
Bonnie McCullough
Paul O’Brien
Jenny Overeynder
Jeff Rothman
Toby Sabian
Bob Saltzman
Greg Sauer

WINTER PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Bob Briggs
Phyllis Budka, Co-chair
Art Clayman
Mike Collins, Co-chair
Stella Collins
Jim Comly
Valerie D’Amario
Peggy King
Cathy Lewis
Bonnie McCullough
Kathy Palmieri
Elizabeth Paul
Jeff Rothman
Bob Saltzman

Established in 1988, Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning (UCALL)  

is a welcoming and inclusive membership organization for adults who enjoy  

learning. UCALL offers two semesters of courses (fall and spring), plus a  

four-week winter session. Our courses cover a wide range of topics and are  

presented by volunteers from the UCALL membership, Union faculty and  

community leaders. All courses are non-credit with no exams or pre-requisites. 

Pop-up lectures and special events are offered throughout the year.

UCALL is open to all who want to learn with their peers, regardless of formal  

education. Benefits of UCALL membership include: participation in UCALL  

courses and special events; engage in volunteer opportunities; e-newsletter  

subscription; tuition waiver to audit one Union College undergraduate course 

(based on availability); borrowing privileges at Schaffer Library; and access to 

Union events including films, exhibits, concerts and lectures. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND TUITION:

Annual Membership Fee  
(September – August) is $75 per person.  
Tuition is $35 per course. 

Financial assistance is available for membership and course fees.  

For assistance, please contact UCALL Director Valerie D’Amario at  

(518) 388-6675. All requests are confidential.

Fall courses will be delivered online via Zoom. Most sessions will be  

recorded for later viewing. Zoom orientation sessions will be offered prior  

to the start of classes. 

As COVID restrictions are lifting, we are hopeful that this coming year will  

allow us to gather on campus once again. While we await guidance from  

the College on space availability and safety protocols for the wider community, 

we are delivering all fall courses remotely and are prepared to pivot to a  

hybrid course delivery when possible. This would allow us to gather in  

small groups in a classroom with the instructor while also providing online  

Zoom access to participants at the same time. As plans unfold, we will keep  

members informed.

Fall Registration:
Registration for fall term courses opens at 9:00 a.m.  
on August 18th. Register and pay for membership  
and courses online at www.union.edu/ucall.   
For more information, or to register over the phone,  
please call (518) 388-6072.  

http://www.union.edu/UCALL


MONDAYS
Topics in Ethics

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. They affect 
how people make decisions and lead their lives. Ethics is concerned 
with what is good for individuals and society and is also described 
as moral philosophy.

Week 1: Leo Zaibert, Ph.D. William D. Williams Professor of 
Philosophy, Law and Humanities, Union College, will start the
series off with: How is Ethics Possible?

Week 2: Susan Kopp, DVM, professor emeritus of health sciences, 
City University of New York; affiliated scholar, Yale Interdisciplinary
Center for Bioethics, will present on: Animal Ethics.

Week 3: Bruce Roter, Ph.D., College of St. Rose; founder of the
proposed Museum of Political Corruption and the Center for
Ethical Government in Albany, N.Y., will share his views on: 
Political Corruption.

Week 4: Anastasia Pease, Ph.D., senior lecturer in English at
Union College, will share her thoughts on: The Predictive Aspects 
of Science Fiction and Ethical Dilemmas.

Week 5: Michael C. Brannigan, Ph.D., adjunct professor, Alden
March Bioethics Institute, Albany Medical College; adjunct professor 
of philosophy, Salve Regina University, Newport, R.I., will end the
series with a talk on: Pandemic Responses: Culture, Identity and Ethics.

COORDINATORS: JENNY OVEREYNDER AND TOBY SABIAN

Big History

OCT. 4, 11, 18, 25, NOV. 1 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Did you ever wonder how the amazing complexity of the world
that we see around us today came to be? Big History is a unique 
way of looking at this question, starting from the formation of the 
universe. A multi-disciplinary approach is required that draws from
the sciences and the humanities.

Week 1: Dr. Michael Collins provides an introduction to the 
origin and concepts of the Big History approach, to set the stage 
for the journey from the beginning of time to today.

Week 2: Professor Valerie Rapson presents the initial transitions
in the complexity of the universe, from the Big Bang to the 
formation of the Earth.

Week 3: Professor George Shaw discusses what the evidence tells
us about the next major step change in complexity, the emergence 
of life on Earth and its evolution into complex organisms.

Week 4: Professor Mark Walker explores what we know about
the next major changes in complexity among humans: settling 
down, collective learning and the development of agriculture.

Week 5: Professor Mark Walker concludes our 13.7-billion-year
journey by discussing the key developments that occurred during
the period of recorded history that have led to the stunning
complexity of the modern world.

COORDINATOR: MICHAEL COLLINS

Mendelssohn is an early Romantic composer. During his youth,
he was compared to Mozart. He received a superb education and 
travelled widely. A superb pianist, he became conductor of the
Gewandhaus Orchestra and revived the music of Bach. His earliest
compositions reveal maturity. As a teenager he composed the String 
Octet and the Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream; in his 20s 
the Scottish and the Italian Symphonies; later oratorios.

The first three sessions give an overview of each composer. 
The last two sessions examine different genres of music and how 
these composers treated them.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

THURSDAYS
Food for Thought—A Potpourri

OCT. 7, 14, 21, 28, NOV. 4 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

Exploration of New York and New England history: A Meandering
Odyssey, presented by John W. Delano. 

Week 1: As a young child, John Delano was intrigued by the many 
stone walls located in the woods near his family’s rural home in
South Deerfield, N.H. Decades later, this interest led to his mapping 
stone walls in the woods near his family’s home east of Troy, N.Y. 

Week 2: Old documents from the original families who had settled
the land east of Troy during the late 18th century provide glimpses
into the lives of the subsistence farmers.

Week 3: The diary of a mid-18th century surveyor team, the
importance of the Pine Tree Riot of 1772 in Weare, N.H. and the
history of a farming community in South Deerfield, N.H.

The last two lectures in the series are presented by Michael Adler. 

Week 4: This talk discusses the shared formation and geology of 
eastern Canada and the United States. The focus will be during
the Ordivician (475MYA), when the Laurentian and Appalachian 
mountains in North American and the Caledonian mountains in 
Europe were formed.

Week 5: This talk covers the NASA Dawn mission to the two 
largest asteroids, Vesta and Ceres; the ESA Rosetta mission to 
the comet Churyumov-Gerasimenko; and the flyby by the New 
Horizon’s spacecraft of the Kuiper Belt object Ultima Thule.

COORDINATOR: JIM COMLY

TUESDAYS
Local Authors and Their Works

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

This is a great opportunity to hear local authors talk about their 
recent work, including nonfiction, biography, memoir, stories from a
news reporter, and human interest.

Week 1: Italy to America: My Family’s Immigration Journey by
Mike DeMasi tells the story of his parents and oldest siblings, who 
moved from a small town in southern Italy to Troy, N.Y. What They
Said: 25 Years of Telling Stories is a collection of stories from the 
author’s career as a journalist.

Week 2: Sadie’s Boys by Larry Lewis is a nonfiction book about 
his family’s World War II trials and tribulations.

Week 3: The Book Keeper: A Memoir of Race, Love, and Legacy 
by Julia McKenzie Munemo is a memoir that is equal parts love 
story, family investigation and racial reckoning.

Week 4: CT: A Cat’s Story, Keys of the Road: A Country Boy’s 
Memories and Voices from Room 6 are all human-interest stories
written by Paul O’Brien, a retired teacher and UCALL member.

Week 5: Washington’s Golden Age: Hope Ridings Miller, the
Society Beat, and the Rise of Women Journalists by Joseph Dalton 
is a biography about Miller, who was the society editor for  
The Washington Post from 1937–1944.

COORDINATOR: STELLA COLLINS

Death and Afterlife in World Religions

OCT. 5, 12, 19, 26, NOV. 2 

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

This course by Professor Peter Bedford investigates how various
religions (including Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism) 
understand death and the afterlife, and how this understanding
relates to views of the human person. It also discusses religious 
rituals pertaining to death and examines near-death experiences
in relation to religious views of death and the afterlife. The course
draws on a variety of methods, including history, anthropology, 
sociology and philosophy.

COORDINATOR: CATHY LEWIS

Insiders and Outsiders: 
Literature of Belonging and Exclusion

NOV. 9, 16, 23, 30, DEC. 7

10 A.M. – NOON

Harry Marten, Edward E. Hale, Jr. Professor of English Emeritus,
will lead a discussion of works that explore the complicated
experience of belonging to and/or being excluded from a group 
because of such issues as nationality, race, religion, class, gender, 
political belief, physical or psychological differences. These are 
visible in the language we speak, the gestures we make, the ways 

we dress, the food we eat, the homes we inhabit, the choices we
make, the things we love and hate. These are stories of conquerors
and the conquered, immigrants and refugees, families, the ways we 
educate and fail to educate ourselves, longing for safety and order 
and our attraction to risk and fluidity. Participants should read and
be prepared to discuss the following: E.M. Forster’s A Passage to 
India (11/9), Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day (11/16), Josh 
Swiller’s The Unheard (11/23), Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping 
(11/30), and Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (12/7). To allow for an 
active discussion, registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATOR: LINDA DOYLE

WEDNESDAYS
Imagining the Nation:
Ireland and Literature from 1880-1925

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

10 A.M. – NOON

The historical period of 1880-1925 was a time of extraordinary
cultural change in Ireland, as the country moved from colonization
to revolution to independence to civil war. Claire Bracken, Ph.D. 
(associate professor, English Department, Union College) will lead
an examination of this critically important era through an analysis of 
literary texts that engage with the historical realities of the peri-
od. Presentations will be provided on Home Rule, the 1913/1914 
Lockout, Easter 1916 and the Irish War of Independence, followed 
by discussion of the relationships between historical context and
literary representation of these moments in Irish history. Participants
will be expected to read and be prepared to discuss assigned works 
by Katherine Tynan, W.B. Yeats, Augusta Gregory, James Joyce,
James Plunkett, Sean O’Casey, Eva Gore-Booth, and Military History
Witness Statements. See the UCALL online registration site for details
and sources of works. In order to allow for an active discussion,
registration will be limited to 30 UCALL members.

COORDINATORS: LINDA DOYLE AND PAUL O’BRIEN

Beethoven, Schubert, Mendelssohn— 
From Classics to Romantics by Josef Schmee

OCT. 6, 13, 20, 27, NOV. 3  

1 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

The musical world of the 19th century deified Ludwig van Beethoven,
whose works demonstrate a moral commitment not heard before.
Compositions of his middle period already show an unheard strength, 
e.g. the “Eroica” symphony or his “Razumovsky” string quartets.
The dimensions of his compositions expanded to bring us the
Choral Symphony and the “Grosse Fuge.” No composer could ignore
Beethoven. He had to be overcome somehow, but how?

Franz Schubert lived in Vienna and adored Beethoven. To entertain
his friends, he composed Lieder and exquisite chamber music,
string quartets or piano pieces. With his symphonies he struggled 
to surpass Beethoven as with the “Unfinished.” The Great C Major 
Symphony accomplishes his goal though it remained unperformed
for many years. 
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STEERING COMMITTEE 
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Peggy King, Chair
Cathy Lewis
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Jeff Rothman
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Greg Sauer

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Phyllis Budka
Jim Burns, Chair
Mike Collins, Co-chair
Stella Collins
Jim Comly
Valerie D’Amario
Linda Doyle
Peggy King
Cathy Lewis
Vilhelm Lund
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Paul O’Brien
Jenny Overeynder
Jeff Rothman
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Bob Saltzman
Greg Sauer

WINTER PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Bob Briggs
Phyllis Budka, Co-chair
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Mike Collins, Co-chair
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Peggy King
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Established in 1988, Union College Academy for Lifelong Learning (UCALL)  

is a welcoming and inclusive membership organization for adults who enjoy  

learning. UCALL offers two semesters of courses (fall and spring), plus a  

four-week winter session. Our courses cover a wide range of topics and are  

presented by volunteers from the UCALL membership, Union faculty and  

community leaders. All courses are non-credit with no exams or pre-requisites. 

Pop-up lectures and special events are offered throughout the year.

UCALL is open to all who want to learn with their peers, regardless of formal  

education. Benefits of UCALL membership include: participation in UCALL  

courses and special events; engage in volunteer opportunities; e-newsletter  

subscription; tuition waiver to audit one Union College undergraduate course 

(based on availability); borrowing privileges at Schaffer Library; and access to 

Union events including films, exhibits, concerts and lectures. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND TUITION:

Annual Membership Fee  
(September – August) is $75 per person. 
Tuition is $35 per course. 

Financial assistance is available for membership and course fees.  

For assistance, please contact UCALL Director Valerie D’Amario at  

(518) 388-6675. All requests are confidential.

Fall courses will be delivered online via Zoom. Most sessions will be  

recorded for later viewing. Zoom orientation sessions will be offered prior  

to the start of classes. 

As COVID restrictions are lifting, we are hopeful that this coming year will  

allow us to gather on campus once again. While we await guidance from  

the College on space availability and safety protocols for the wider community, 

we are delivering all fall courses remotely and are prepared to pivot to a  

hybrid course delivery when possible. This would allow us to gather in  

small groups in a classroom with the instructor while also providing online  

Zoom access to participants at the same time. As plans unfold, we will keep  

members informed.

Fall Registration:
Registration for fall term courses opens at 9:00 a.m.  
on August 18th. Register and pay for membership  
and courses online at www.union.edu/ucall.   
For more information, or to register over the phone, 
please call (518) 388-6072.  

http://www.union.edu/UCALL
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Our UCALL mission is to provide opportunities for intellectual

development, cultural stimulation and social interaction  

for adults through courses, excursions and special events.
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LIFELONG LEARNER

Anonymous
Charles & Debra McCambridge*
The Moldenhauer Family in  
   Memory of Alfred E. Moldenhauer 

ACADEMICIAN

Robert & Teresa Briggs
James & Lucy Comly
Phillip Falconer
Trish & Jerry Meehan

SCHOLAR

Henry Binzer
Barbara & Greg Sauer

DONOR

Richard Alben*
Faye Harvey-Bailey*
Glenn Breuer & Gail Flanery*
Patty & Tim Burch
Arlene Comstock
Robert Coppola &  
  Barbara Armstrong
Dennis F. Corbett
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John Curley
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Dr. Peggy King
Susan Klug
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Harry & Sandra Willis
Anne & Robert Yunick

FRIEND

Anonymous
Dr. Margaret Lynch-Brennan
Kristina Burns
Margaret Carroll
Margaret Connoly
Janice Cooper
Mary E. Cross
Valerie & Michael D’Amario
Lawrence W. Dick & Cindy Stark
Matt George
Gail Girvin
Bob & Donna Grossman
Anne Kulak
Margaret A. Levine

R & S Martin
Virginia McDermott
Richard & Lois Mendelson
Lorraine Mont
Mary Alice Nyan
Elinor Obuchowski
Robert O’Keefe
Jenny Overeynder
Sandra Ray
Cheyenne Relyea
Paul C. Santilli
Richard & Lauren Savage
Shawna Scoville
Rochelle & Bill Shapiro
Cindy Skala
Glenna Spitze & Paul Nance
Judith Ricci
Naomi Ricci
Joan Stanavich
Cindy Stark
Frank B. Strauss, DMD
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen
Jennifer Tys
Anne Vernoy
Robert & Shirley Voelker
Carol Warasta
Gunnar & Linda Walmet
Tom & Mary Windish 
Jane Zacek

FRIENDS OF UCALL 2020/2021

Thanks to all who voluntarily contribute to the Friends of UCALL Fund, we are able to continue in our mission 

and ensure that existing and future members will enjoy quality educational programs for years to come. 

* affiliated with a matching gift company

If you would like to contribute 
to the Friends of UCALL  
Fund, please visit our  
secure Giving webpage at  
union.edu/ucall/giving,  
or send your donation  
by check payable to “The 
Trustees of Union College”  
with Friends of UCALL in  
the memo line and mail to:

UCALL
Union College
807 Union St.
Schenectady, NY 12308

If you are affiliated with a 
company that has a matching 
gift program, your gift  
could be doubled. Please  
contact your Human  
Resources office to submit  
a matching gift form. 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT. P: (518) 388-6072 

E: ucall@union.edu  
www.union.edu/UCALL

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (and by appointment)

STAFF
Valerie D’Amario, Director 
Debbie Catharine, Administrative Assistant

Lifelong Learner 
Academician
Scholar
Donor
Friend

$1000 or more 
$500-$999 
$300-$499 
$100-$299 
$10-$99

Based on annual cumulative giving

SUPPORTING 
OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR GENERATIONS

FENIMOREASSET.COM

1 Glen Eddy Drive, Niskayuna
www.GlenEddy.com | (518) 280-8368

See all that Glen Eddy has to offer— 

call to schedule a tour today!

Glen Eddy
We offer Independent 
Living for active seniors 
and Enriched Housing 
(Assisted Living) for 
seniors who need a 
little extra help.

UCALL Pop-Up Lectures and Special Events will be announced in upcoming e-newsletters.

 Union College, 807 Union Street, Schenectady, NY 12308UCALL
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Our UCALL mission is to provide opportunities for intellectual 

development, cultural stimulation and social interaction  

for adults through courses, excursions and special events.
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Anonymous
Charles & Debra McCambridge*
The Moldenhauer Family in  
   Memory of Alfred E. Moldenhauer 
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James & Lucy Comly
Phillip Falconer
Trish & Jerry Meehan

SCHOLAR

Henry Binzer
Barbara & Greg Sauer
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Richard Alben*
Faye Harvey-Bailey*
Glenn Breuer & Gail Flanery*
Patty & Tim Burch
Arlene Comstock
Robert Coppola &  
  Barbara Armstrong
Dennis F. Corbett
Rick & Diana Crookes
John Curley
Linda Doyle
Barrie & Mark Handelman

Ellen Eisenberg &  
   Lawrence B. Eisenberg, M.D.
Dr. Peggy King
Susan Klug
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Margaret Connoly
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Matt George
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Bob & Donna Grossman
Anne Kulak
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Lorraine Mont
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Robert O’Keefe
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Carol Warasta
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FRIENDS OF UCALL 2020/2021

Thanks to all who voluntarily contribute to the Friends of UCALL Fund, we are able to continue in our mission  

and ensure that existing and future members will enjoy quality educational programs for years to come. 

* affiliated with a matching gift company

If you would like to contribute 
to the Friends of UCALL  
Fund, please visit our  
secure Giving webpage at  
union.edu/ucall/giving,  
or send your donation  
by check payable to “The 
Trustees of Union College”  
with Friends of UCALL in  
the memo line and mail to:

UCALL
Union College
807 Union St.
Schenectady, NY 12308                            

If you are affiliated with a 
company that has a matching 
gift program, your gift  
could be doubled. Please  
contact your Human  
Resources office to submit  
a matching gift form. 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT.

P: (518) 388-6072 
E: ucall@union.edu  
www.union.edu/UCALL

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (and by appointment)

STAFF 
Valerie D’Amario, Director 
Debbie Catharine, Administrative Assistant

Lifelong Learner $1000 or more 
Academician $500-$999 
Scholar $300-$499 
Donor $10-$299  
Friend $10-$99

Based on annual cumulative giving

UCALL Pop-Up Lectures and Special Events will be announced in upcoming e-newsletters.
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SUPPORTING 
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FENIMOREASSET.COM

1 Glen Eddy Drive, Niskayuna 
www.GlenEddy.com | (518) 280-8368

See all that Glen Eddy has to offer—  

call to schedule a tour today!

Glen Eddy
We offer Independent 
Living for active seniors 
and Enriched Housing 
(Assisted Living) for 
seniors who need a  
little extra help.

T H A N K  Y O U  

T O  O U R  

G E N E R O U S  

S P O NS O RS

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE RESEARCH  
& TREATMENT CENTER  

NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATES   
OF ALBANY

For over 35 years, Dr. Ricard Holub has been involved in 
 Clinical Research developing medications to potentially treat dementia.  

If you or a loved one has memory loss or dementia and are interested  
in a Clinical Research Trial, please call us today at 518-426-0575  

or 518-449-2662. You may also email us at: research@naaresearch.com.    

We offer no cost memory assessments by appointment. 
 

Visit our website at www.neurologicalassociatesofalbany.com for more  
information about Clinical Trials and careers in clinical research with Dr. Holub.   




